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DR. WILFREDO “CHOCO” DE JESUS: 
COMMUNITY BUILT THROUGH FAITH
From growing up in inner-city Chicago to 
becoming the pastor of the largest Hispanic 
Assemblies of God Church in the United 
States, Choco ’18 (Ed.D.) shares how God 
ordained his life. 
JILL (MILLER) HARDT: RIDING WITH 
EXCELLENCE
Since graduating in 1992, Jill has seen her 
commencement address come back full 
circle. As a trainer, competitor and owner  
of Tristan Oaks Dressage, she strives  
for excellence and living in a way that 
reflects Christ.
DANIEL “DAN” ROBINSON: A LIFE OF 
LEADERSHIP
For the past 12 years, Dan ’91 has served as 
an educational administrator in Michigan.  
As the principal of Novi Christian Academy, 
he realizes the importance of investing in 
the next generation. 
TIFFANY (SAMUELS) THENOR & JESSICA 
(VALDES) ZIVKOVICH: WONDERHERE—  
A LEARN AND PLAY STUDIO
Two SEU grads, Tiffany ’09 and Jessica ’11, 
’18 (M.Ed.), are reintroducing fun into the 
learning process with their learn and play 
studio, WonderHere. 
DAVID “DAVE” TERNENT: EDUCATION IN 3D
As a seventh-grade science teacher, Dave 
’92 has implemented STEM programs into 
his classrooms, such as 3D printing and 
virtual reality, to prepare students for  
the workplace.
THE JONES FAMILY LEGACY: A HEART 
FOR AFRICA 
Odell ’63 and Martha (Foster) ’61 Jones 
spent decades teaching and ministering 
in West Africa. Their daughter, Jennifer 
(Jones) Hays ’89, followed in their 
footsteps teaching in Ozark, Mo.







DR. WILFREDO “CHOCO” 
DE JESUS ’18 (Ed.D.) shares how 
his church has experienced exponential 
growth and remained healthy and 
committed to reaching the hurting 












AMERICAN CENTER FOR POLITICAL LEADERSHIP
Former U.S. Congressman Dennis Ross joins SEU 
as a distinguished professor of political science to 
launch the American Center for Political Leadership,  
a bipartisan center. 
SEU LAUNCHES AVIATION PROGRAM
In partnership with the International Aero Academy, 
Ltd., SEU announced the launch of an innovative, 
cost-effective new aviation program that will meet the 
current and anticipated need for professional pilots.
CHRISTY (CLEMENTS) PAVILANDO: CLIENT 
RELATIONS FOR THE JACKSONVILLE JAGUARS 
As a member experience specialist for the Jacksonville 
Jaguars NFL football team, Christy ’16 is a key player 
in helping keep the team’s fan base engaged and 
coming back season after season.
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reetings! I’m extremely 
excited to share with 
you this issue of the 
Southeastern magazine. 
 
I want to invite you to 
enjoy this specific issue as we highlight 
the College of Education and recognize 
the many alumni from the college who 
have gone on to impact the communities 
they serve. In this issue, you will hear 
stories of alumni using their education 
degrees as teachers, administrators and 
as ministers. You will hear the stories of 
alumni such as Pastor Wilfredo “Choco” 
De Jesus, a graduate of our Doctor of 
Education program who is making a 
difference in Chicago, and Jill Hardt, a 
trainer, competitor and owner of Tristan 
Oaks Dressage, living out excellence in a 
secular field. 
At Southeastern, we have continued to 
grow and provide new opportunities 
for our students. Our new Ph.D.  in 
Organizational Leadership and Doctorate 
in Strategic Leadership programs have 
been an incredible success, giving 
students the chance to continue their 
leadership journey through state-of- 
the-art educational programs.
Additionally, this past semester has seen 
the construction of the symbol for our 
mission at SEU, the Welcome Center. 
We believe this new center will serve 
as the gateway to the journey for our 
students to discover their destiny, gain 
the knowledge to fulfill their calling and 
become the agents of change God created 
them to be. It is a place where we will 
come alongside our students as they map 
out the course of their future. We ask that 
you partner alongside us, as we embark 
upon a capital campaign called Project 
Gateway to not only create a space for 
students, but provide a gateway for them 
to discover their divine design. We can’t 
wait to see how God uses this building 
to further His cause at Southeastern. 
 
Also, this past semester our university 
had the privilege to launch the American 
Center for Political Leadership. This 
center, housed within our Political 
Science program, will do three things —
advance political civility, cultivate civic 
engagement and advance individual 
freedom. It will also house a think-tank 
that will provide actionable research-
based policy recommendations to local, 
state and federal governments. 
As you browse through this publication, 
you’ll also see many other stories of 
other academic partnerships like our 
new aviation program, athletic news, 
other educational initiatives and stories 
highlighting the remarkable achievements 
of our amazing alumni.
It’s my distinct honor to serve as the 
president of Southeastern and see the 
numerous ways God continues to bless 
our community — both here in Lakeland 
and throughout the world. Thank you for 
being an integral part of our community. 




LETTER FROM THE ALUMNI DIRECTOR
hat an incredible 
start to my time 
as the director 
of alumni rela-
tions here at 
Southeastern. I 
have thoroughly enjoyed interacting with 
you and learning your incredible alumni 
stories. It is amazing what you all are 
doing to change the world for Christ and 
represent Southeastern so powerfully.
We recently started to become more 
active on social media. I would love for 
you to be a part. You can find us here:
• Facebook — Southeastern 
University Alumni
• Instagram — @SEU_Alumni
• Twitter — @SEU_Alumni
• YouTube — SEU Alumni  
Please follow us and participate in all 
that we are doing. On Mondays we do a 
“Monday Mention” highlighting one of 
our alumni. Tuesdays feature a “Tuesday 
Tour” on Facebook Live covering one 
of our impressive on-campus facilities. 
On Wednesdays we do a “Walkaround 
Wednesday” and share pictures of 
things going on around campus that 
day.  Thursday is “Throwback Thursday,” 
which speaks for itself. We have 
designated Fridays as “Friends Friday” 
and try to encourage alumni to help us 
spread the word about our alumni social 
media accounts. During the fall we gave 
away 327 t-shirts in one promotion, and 
we have had over 21,000 views of our 
“Tuesday Tours.” We have a growing 
online community and you need to be 
a part! 
Homecoming 2018 was incredible. We 
had over 215 people attend our Annual 
Alumni Dinner on Friday, October 26. 
We were blessed to hear Dr. Ingle share 
his passion for Southeastern, and he gave 
the alumni a first glimpse at Project 
Gateway (the capital campaign for the 
new Welcome Center). A video of his talk 
is available on our social media.  Also, we 
invite you to learn more about Project 
Gateway by looking at pages 14-15 or 
visiting SEU.edu/ProjectGateway. 
Recently, I have been thinking about my 
vision for our alumni community and 
have been asking the question: What does 
it mean to be a Southeastern alum? Here 
are five ways that I hope you will answer 
this question:
1. Be Proud of Your Alma Mater! 
Great things are happening and have 
happened here. Become ambassadors 
and promote the amazing things 
happening at Southeastern.
2. Be Connected! Join us on social 
media, attend regional activities, 
visit campus, and come to 
Homecoming every year. 
3. Be Present! In your church, your 
business, or at your school, be present 
with current students and host 
interns, mentor students, and engage 
the Southeastern community. 
4. Be Supportive! Give back to your 
alma mater. We all benefited from our 
time here; please consider providing 
that benefit to our current students 
by making a contribution to our SEU 
scholarship programs.
5. Be an Advocate! Promote the 
university.  Be involved in activities. 
To find out how to be a part of events, 
please email me at alumni@seu.edu.
By doing these five things, we help 
“Carry the Torch” for Southeastern 
for generations to come.  We recently 
rebranded our alumni association logo 
with this theme. The school yearbook 
was called The Torch as far back as 1949. 
It is a unifying point for so many of us 
and also gives us our challenge as alumni. 
Together, we will “Carry the Torch” for 
Southeastern to help our alma mater 
continue to be a place where students 
can come and grow in their walk with 
the Lord, learn how to impact the 
world around them and fulfill the Great 
Commission.





This fall, Southeastern announced the 
launch of the American Center for 
Political Leadership (ACPL), a new 
bipartisan center that will house key 
research activities, academic programs, 
courses, workshops and resources. 
The ACPL will promote traditional 
American values and individual freedoms 
with a focus on civility, authenticity, 
respect and decorum in government 
and society.
Dennis A. Ross, a former Florida 
congressman with nearly two decades of 
political leadership experience, joined the 
faculty in January to lead the center. Ross 
will teach courses in political science, 
hold seminars on civic engagement at 
SEU’s extension sites, convene town halls 
and help lead the center’s research focus.
“Servant leadership is absent in much 
of today’s political landscape,” said Ross. 
“The American Center for Political 
Leadership is a much-needed incubator 
that will cultivate a new generation of 
leaders who can protect and promote 
traditional American values and individual 
freedoms at all levels of government.” 
In addition to creating best-in-class 
degree programs in political science, 
the ACPL will develop research for 
policy recommendations in three key 
areas: protecting individual freedoms, 
cultivating civic engagement and 
advancing political civility.
“Sadly, far too many Americans feel 
disconnected from and disappointed in 
today’s political process,” said President 
Kent Ingle. “For many, that has led to a 
yearning to get involved but without clear 
direction on how. The American Center 
for Political Leadership will provide 
a trusted pathway for anyone to learn 
about government and take the next steps 
to become active as a passionate citizen 
or as a public servant.”
AMERICAN CENTER FOR POLITICAL LEADERSHIP
Dennis Ross 
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Thanks to a partnership with International 
Aero Academy (IAA) Southeastern 
students will soon be able to pursue a 
degree in aviation. The partnership will 
pair four-year and two-year bachelor’s and 
associate’s degrees from SEU with IAA’s 
innovative accelerated Federal Aviation 
Administration Part 141-approved pilot 
training programs.
IAA’s facilities at Lakeland Linder 
International Airport in Florida will be 
SEU’s 113th extension site. IAA and 
SEU designed these programs to provide 
aviation students with an efficient, cost-
effective and student-oriented program.
A distinctive of the SEU program is that 
students may choose to accelerate their 
flight training and begin their flying 
career earlier while they complete their 
degree online. By working as a flight 
instructor while completing their degrees, 
SEU students will have logged up to five 
times the total number of required flight 
hours as compared to peers from other 
university programs. These logged hours 
will make them more competitive in the 
job market. 
“Students will have the opportunity to 
complete their private pilot license and 
their commercial multi-engine and flight 
instructor ratings during their first eight 
months of enrollment, allowing them 
to work as flight instructors in their 
first year — building flight hours and 
earning wages, while accelerating their 
post-graduate careers,” said President 
Kent Ingle.
Traditional universities known for 
aviation often do not graduate students 
with sufficient flight hours to transition 
directly to the airlines. Once most 
students graduate, they have to build 
flight hours, typically as a flight instructor 
for at least one year, to qualify for their 
airline transport pilot (ATP) certificate. 
Students in these bachelor’s programs take 
five years or longer to go from zero flight 
hours to the required number necessary 
to fly for the airlines. 
The SEU program will enable students 
to earn their seniority sooner, moving 
from the start of the degree program to a 
job as a first officer, flying regional jets, in 
approximately 30 months. 
Courses will be held both online 
and in classrooms at Lakeland Linder 
International Airport. 
 
Pending approval from regional 
accreditors, SEU plans to offer an 
Associate of Applied Science-Professional 
Pilot, Bachelor of Science in Aviation 
Management, and Bachelor of 
Business and Professional Leadership—
Professional Pilot Track beginning in 
the fall. 
Upon acceptance to one of these 
programs, students will have the 
opportunity to interview with Trans 
States Airlines and receive a conditional 
letter of employment for a pilot First 
Officer position. When qualified students 
complete their required flight time, 
they will transition directly into the First 
Officer training program with Trans 
States. 
For more details, see SEU.edu/aviation.
SEU LAUNCHES AVIATION PROGRAM
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Freshman and sophomore students at 
Southeastern planning to pursue a career 
in healthcare are given a chance to secure 
a seat at the nation’s largest medical 
school. SEU’s College of Natural and 
Health Sciences is partnering with Lake 
Erie College of Osteopathic Medicine 
(LECOM) to secure early acceptance 
of 15 SEU students yearly into their 
medical, pharmacy and dental schools. 
Five students can be admitted to each of 
the three schools on a yearly basis. 
A committee in the science department 
at SEU identifies high achievers who are 
freshmen or sophomores for consideration 
in the program. The students will then 
go through the application process of 
LECOM. Those who are admitted 
will be guaranteed a spot at the school, 
even before taking the MCAT (Medical 
College Admissions Test). Students are 
required to complete all four years at 
SEU prior to entering the program of 
their choice at LECOM. Students who 
are accepted into the program must 
maintain a GPA of 3.4 or higher.
SEU PARTNERS WITH NATION’S LARGEST MEDICAL SCHOOL
SEU ALUMNUS SPEAKS AT CONSTITUTION DAY
ZACHARY ZAMPELLA ’08, ’09 (MBA) spoke to students on 
campus on Constitution Day in September. Zachary is the 
deputy director of constituent services for Senator Marco Rubio. 
He shared his firsthand experiences of working within the 
United States legislature.
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Construction is well underway for the new Welcome Center, which 
is located in front of the Addison building. The 31,200-square-
foot center is expected to be completed in August of 2019. Several 
student-focused departments (located throughout campus) will 
relocate to a centralized location within the Welcome Center 
and Addison Hall, allowing for a more unified and streamlined 
student experience. The new building will include admission 
services, advancement and administrative offices, a reception area, 
a multimedia room, a conference room and banquet space. The 
university has launched a capital campaign — Project Gateway — 
to raise support for the new facility. All contributions to Project 
Gateway will be matched dollar-for-dollar up to $3 million, thanks 
to the generosity of an anonymous donor. If you are interested in 
joining a hard hat tour of the facility, email advancement@seu.edu.
WELCOME CENTER CONSTRUCTION
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The new WELCOME CENTER at Southeastern University will serve as the gateway for our students to 
their journey of discovering their destiny, gaining the knowledge to fulfill their calling, and becoming 
the person God created them to be. Southeastern University empowers the next generation of 
students that God is raising up to serve the church, the community and the world. The new three-story, 
31,200-square-foot Welcome Center has been designed with their story in mind. With your partnership, 
we will create more than just a building. Together, we will create a space that will serve as the gateway 
to students who are on the path to discovering their God-given destiny ... their divine design.
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PROJECT GATEWAY   |   SEU WE LCOME CE NTE R
Partner with us by investing in the success of the next generation. 
When you contribute to PROJECT GATEWAY, you become an integral 
part of the future of our community. As an answer to prayer and many 
steps of faith, an anonymous, generous donor is contributing dollar-for-
dollar matching funds, up to $3 million. This means the return on your 
investment will be immediate. As soon as you give ... your gift is doubled 
through a matching gift.
To learn more about PROJECT GATEWAY or to discuss additional 
investment opportunities, contact Eunice M. Hutto, Chief Advancement 
Officer of Southeastern University, at 863.667.5901 or emhutto@seu.edu.














From Nigeria to Lakeland:
WOMEN’S SOCCER STANDOUT 
THRIVING ON NATIONAL LEVEL
uring her three years at 
Southeastern, women’s 
soccer player Uchenna 
Kanu has scored 115 
goals and has recorded 
32 assists. She has been 
The Sun Conference Player of the Year 
each of the last two seasons, First Team 
All-Conference the past three seasons, 
and was a First Team NAIA All-American 
this past season. 
The junior forward has led her team 
to two conference championships and 
the NAIA National Championship 
Tournament each of the past two 
seasons, including the semifinal this past 
season, the farthest the program had ever 
advanced in the national tournament. 
The Abia, Nigeria, native set a new NAIA 
single-season record with 57 goals netted 
this past season, which helped Uchenna 
to earn the distinction of being the 2018 
United Soccer Coaches NAIA Player 
of the Year. As a striker for the women’s 
team, Uchenna was the top goal-
scoring collegiate soccer player, male or 
female, in any division in the nation this 
past season.
Joining the Fire midseason in 2016 due 
to travel arrangements from Nigeria, 
Uchenna immediately set a high standard 
of work ethic for herself. Uchenna was 
able to display her world-class skill and 
athleticism, scoring 13 goals in the first 
10 games of her collegiate career. She 
believes her professionalism helped 
earn her acceptance and respect in the 
women’s soccer community.
“Working hard during practice and being 
an example to everyone, on and off the 
field, and having a good attitude opened 
up a lot of friendships on the team,” 
recalled Uchenna.
While her soccer abilities certainly 
gained the respect of her teammates 
rather quickly, they will attest that it was 
being able to see Uchenna’s personality 
come out, as well as her caring nature, 
that drew them to her.
“I don’t really remember exactly when 
her personality came out,” recollected 
Heidi Ruth, teammate of Uchenna’s 
on the SEU women’s soccer team from 
2016-17. “I just remember looking back 
and thinking that this doesn’t seem like 
the shy girl I first met.”
Uchenna has not only grown and thrived 
in the athletic atmosphere, but also as a 
student. The academics at Southeastern 
presented a challenge to Uchenna, but 
one she was determined to rise to.
“Back in Nigeria, we did not have the 
same educational resources that are here 
in America,” explained Uchenna. “I had 
never used a computer before and here 
you have to do your classwork on the 
computer. It was a huge adjustment for 
me but now I am comfortable with it.”
Coach Randy Belli also attested to how 
he has seen Uchenna grow as a student. 
Belli joined the women’s soccer program 
as head coach back in 2016 and recruited 
Uchenna to SEU.
“The educational system is so different 
in Nigeria, so it was a challenge for 
Uchenna to get adjusted to the learning 
style here,” mentioned Belli. “However, 
she has worked as hard in the classroom 
as she has on the pitch and has become a 
great student.”
Uchenna has not only grown academically 
throughout her time at SEU, but also has 
cultivated a relationship with Christ that 
is genuine and her own.
“Uchenna will be the first to tell you that 
Southeastern has transformed the way 
she views her faith. She is the first player 
to give all the glory to God no matter the 
result,” added Belli.
No one can articulate Uchenna’s spiritual 
growth at Southeastern better than 
herself. “At Southeastern, I have learned 
that being a Christian is not all about the 
outward appearance. It’s all about your 
heart and your relationship with God,” 
she affirmed. 
Uchenna has risen to every challenge she 
has faced during her transition to life in 
the United States. She has grown into 
a beloved member of the Fire Family, a 
family she is eternally grateful to be a 
part of.
“I know I am at Southeastern because 
God wanted me here. I wouldn’t be 
here if it wasn’t His purpose for me. It 
means a lot to me to be surrounded by 





Southeastern took third place at the 
2018 Sun Conference Championship, 
redeeming themselves from the previous 
year where they were beaten out by one 
point. Jordan Gonzalez posted the fastest 
time for the Fire, finishing eighth with a 
time of 27:54, as well as earning a spot on 
the Second Team All-Sun Conference 
team. Gonzalez was also awarded The 
Sun Conference Runner of the Week 
award in a unanimous decision for his 
performance in the UF Mountain Dew 
Invite. The Fire also won the team title 
at the Holloway Park Invitational, led 
by freshman Christopher Pinedo’s fifth-
place finish.  
WOMEN’S CROSS COUNTRY
The Fire finished in the top ten in 
every race they ran and earned a third-
place finish at The Sun Conference 
Championship. For the fourth year in a 
row, SEU was represented at the NAIA 
National Championship, earning an at-
large bid as a team. This also marked the 
second consecutive year that the entire 
team participated in the race. The Fire 
managed to come in 29th overall. At the 
national championship, Julia Rohm set 
a new program record time of 18:08.1 
in the 5K, finishing 35th overall. That 
also marked the best finish by an SEU 
runner at the national championship.  
FOOTBALL
In a season full of new faces, the Fire 
grabbed a share of the conference 
championship for the fourth year in a 
row. Despite a slow start to the season, the 
Fire rallied and managed a season record 
of 6-3, with a Mid-South Conference 
Sun Division record of 5-1. Senior 
defensive end Mike Mitchell was named 
the Sun Division’s Defensive Player of 
the Year. Freshman running back Bryan 
Bell was named the division’s Offensive 
Freshman of the Year. 
MEN’S SOCCER
This year, the Fire improved upon last 
season’s record and finished 12-4-2, 
raising their win percentage by roughly 
25 percent. They went 7-2 in conference 
play, which led them to win their first 
Sun Conference championship since 
2015 and earned them a spot in the 
National tournament. For the first time, 
the Fire hosted an NAIA postseason 
game, but came up short in a 3-0 loss 
in the opening round against Georgia 
Gwinnett College. Senior forward Jake 
Van Der Luit was an honorable mention 
NAIA All-American and earned First 
Team All-Sun Conference honors.   
WOMEN’S SOCCER
The Fire enjoyed a special season, posting 
its best record in program history of 20-
2-2, and advanced to the NAIA National 
Championship Semifinals for the first 
time. They hosted the opening round 
of the NAIA National Tournament and 
defeated Truett McConnell University 
in a shutout victory. In the first round, 
the sixth-seeded Fire beat No. 11 John 
Brown University 3-0 to advance to 
the semifinals. Unfortunately, a loss to 
No. 2 William Carey University in the 
third round ended their dreams of a 
National Championship. Uchenna Kanu 
set a new NAIA record for single-season 
goals, scoring 57 times this season, and 
also posted an NAIA record 132 points. 
Her efforts earned her Sun Conference 
Player of the Year honors as well as the 
United Soccer Coaches NAIA Player of 
the Year. 
VOLLEYBALL
A torrid start to the season helped the 
Fire post a 23-4 record, posting a program 
best .852 win percentage. Southeastern 
won 13 of its first 14 matches and 
closed the regular season by winning 
six straight to claim a share of The Sun 
Conference regular season title for the 
first time in program history. SEU had 
five players make the All-Conference 
teams; Avery Bradshaw, Emily Boehlein, 
and Keniah Rivera Santiago made the 
first team, while Emily Kalmink and 
Taylor Gregory made second. Bradshaw 




Uchenna Kanu prepares to shoot against Johnson & Wales.
Avery Bradshaw prepares to serve versus 
College of Coastal Georgia.
Julia Rohm leading two SCAD runners 
at The Sun Conference Championship.
Jordan Gonzalez and a SCAD runner both sprint for the finish 
in the final stretch of The Sun Conference Championship.
Jake Van Der Luit dribbles amidst two Missouri Baptist defenders. 
 Antwain Adams runs downfield during the



















N early everyone has a  story about a teacher who made a difference in their lives. As some of the most 
influential role models for 
developing students, teachers are responsible 
for more than just academic enrichment —  
they affect virtually every aspect of their 
students’ lives. 
Alumni from SEU’s College of Education go  
on to impact the lives of thousands upon 
thousands of children and families through  
their work as teachers, principals, ministers,  
and professors — all working toward the goal 
of improving educational outcomes wherever 
God has placed them. With recent programs 
in sport management and kinesiology added 
to the College of Education, alumni hold 
positions in university athletic programs, 
community sports organizations, and fitness 
and recreation programs. 
They are innovators in the fields of education, 
kinesiology and sport management. The  
work they do is important, and we are 
honored to count them as alumni of SEU.  
The following pages will feature several 
alumni and also take a look at recent 
developments within the college. 
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COLLEGE OF EDUCATION FAST FACTS*
Did you know?







COLLEGE OF EDUCATION ALUMNI BREAKDOWN
28%
OF SEU ALUMNI ARE 
GRADUATES FROM 
THE COLLEGE OF 
EDUCATION
TOP UNDERGRADUATE PROGRAMS IN 2018-19 BY ENROLLMENT




EdD DOCTOR OF EDUCATION
BS/MEd EXCEPTIONAL STUDENT EDUCATION
MEd EDUCATIONAL LEADERSHIP
150
TOP GRADUATE PROGRAMS IN 2018-19 BY ENROLLMENT
The Doctor of Education is the fastest growing College of Education program in the last
five years with 508.7% growth (23 students in 2014 and 140 students in 2018).
There are currently 476 Undergraduate students and 415 Graduate students  
enrolled in the College of Education for the 2018-19 academic year.








*As of December 1, 2018
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very Tuesday and Friday at 3 p.m., 
Dr. Jim Anderson leads about 
a dozen students in afternoon 
exercises, whether running, 
performing push ups or something 
else. It’s one of the reasons he loves 
teaching at Southeastern University. 
“It helps develop relationships,” said Anderson, 
the dean of the College of Education. It’s a time 
where he can impart wisdom to his students, an 
“opportunity for deeper life conversations on the 
direction of their life, spiritual issues. We have to take 
advantage of those encouraged relationships.”
Those relationships, and a sense of family among 
the College of Education faculty (he calls them 
top-notch human beings as well as academicians), 
are two of the reasons Anderson moved to Lakeland. 
But he was also attracted to Southeastern because of 
its affiliation with the Assemblies of God, its physical 
appearance — “paradise in the middle of Lakeland,” 
he said — and its location. He and his wife have 
family in Florida. 
Anderson has a bachelor’s degree from Evangel 
University and a master’s degree from the Assemblies 
of God Theological Seminary, both in Missouri, and 
a master’s degree in psychology and a doctorate 
in Lifespan Developmental Psychology, both from 
Oklahoma State. He puts his degrees to work 
teaching experimental psychology, research methods, 
educational leadership and other courses.
Before coming to Southeastern as an associate 
professor and Doctor of Education chair in 2015 (he 
became dean in 2017), he was a research psychologist 







to the Special Operations Command at 
MacDill Air Force Base, when he came 
to Southeastern and is still active.
Anderson has goals for the college and 
admits he’s fast-tracking his five-year 
plan by trying to make it reality now. 
The long-range plan includes giving 
the college a more global feel. “Our 
goal is to have one partner school on 
every continent where students can 
complete a part of their internships and 
field studies.”
Because all College of Education 
graduates leave Southeastern with their 
state-approved accreditation as well 
as accreditation by the Association of 
Christian Schools International, he 
would like to provide students with 
opportunities to intern stateside and 
internationally. “My feeling is if they 
are getting that certification, they have 
experience doing student teaching in a 
foreign environment.”
 
Several faculty members recently 
traveled to China to work on forming 
partnerships with organizations there. As 
a result of the trip, a student is currently 
interning in China. In December, 
faculty flew to Bulgaria to help a local 
organization launch a kindergarten-to-
12th-grade school, which could lead to a 
partnership with a university to develop 
a teacher training facility. Taiwan and 
Tokyo are on the list for 2019. 
“We will try to get students into missions 
through academics. Education is a huge 
opportunity for that to happen. The Lord 
is beginning to open some doors for us.” 
Anderson says a recent highlight was 
when a student defended his dissertation. 
“At that moment, at the end of the 
defense, when you get to shake hands with 
the student and announce for the first 
time, Doctor, it’s a very special and 
meaningful experience.”
Anderson wasn’t always interested in 
academics. He was “a signature away 
from signing up for the Navy” when he 
was 18. But his mother talked him into 
going to college. “I always had it in my 
heart to serve.”
Anderson and his wife, Christy, have two 
daughters, 11 and 2. He spends much of 
his spare time camping and hiking with 
his family. “We try to camp as much as 
we can, although here in Florida it’s a 
very different environment than where 
we’ve lived previously. Other places there 
are real mountains.” 
They also love Circle B Bar Reserve. “It’s 
our go-to whenever anyone comes into 
town. That newness hasn’t worn off.”
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DR. WILFREDO “CHOCO” DE JESUS:
COMMUNITY BUILT 
THROUGH FAITH
Wilfredo "Choco" and Elizabeth De Jesus
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rom growing up in 
inner-city Chicago to 
becoming the pastor 
of the largest Hispanic 
Assemblies of God 
Church in the United 
States, DR. WILFREDO “CHOCO” 
DE JESUS ’18 (Ed.D.) shares how 
God ordained his life. “God has a plan for 
all of us, but we must cooperate with His 
plan,” he said.
He looks back to 1977 when a riot broke 
out in Humboldt Park, Chicago, after 
a shooting of two people from Puerto 
Rico. Following the incident, the mayor 
of the city hired thousands of young 
people to clean up the streets in an effort 
to keep them out of trouble. 
Choco was one of those individuals. 
At 14 years old, he was assigned to an 
Assemblies of God (AG) church in the 
area. He thought he would be cleaning 
streets outside of the church, but ended 
up helping with the church’s Vacation 
Bible School (VBS).
“I wasn’t born in the church. I wasn’t 
born in the AG. I didn’t know what 
VBS was. Nevertheless, that summer of 
1977, I did VBS, and August of that year 
I gave my life to Christ. Twenty-three 
years later, I was anointed as the pastor of 
the church. It’s the providence of God,” 
said Choco.
Formerly known as Palestine Church, 
the church was founded in 1965 by 
Rev. Ignacio Marrero, and in 1976 the 
church bought property in the heart of 
Humboldt Park. Choco met Elizabeth, 
the daughter of Marrero, in 1977 when 
he was assigned to the church. The two 
dated in their late teens and were married 
several years later. After they were 
married, Choco continued to serve in 
various positions within the church while 
Elizabeth served as a worship pastor. 
F
caption
Choco and Elizabeth with their children and grandchildren
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Marrero pastored the church for 35 years 
before retiring. On July 9, 2000, Choco 
was voted in as the pastor by the 68 
members of the church. To commemorate 
a new chapter for the church, it was 
renamed New Life Covenant. 
“We were such an introverted church. We 
were not engaging the community. When 
I became the pastor, we started ministries 
for prostitutes and a ministry for gang 
bangers. We began cleaning communities, 
confronting violence, and addressing 
educational issues in our community,” 
said Choco. 
The church began to experience 
exponential growth. In less than two 
decades, they opened seven campuses 
and attendance soared to nearly 20,000. 
The church currently has more than 100 
ministries. In 2013, Choco was featured 
on the front cover of Time magazine. 
He was named one of the 100 most 
influential people in the world by the 
magazine, acknowledging his leadership 
and influence within the Evangelical and 
Latino communities. 
It’s the growth of his church that inspired 
Choco’s dissertation in the Doctorate 
of Education Program (Ed.D.) at 
Southeastern. He chose to attend the 
university due to its affiliation with the 
AG and his interest in the education 
field. “It sharpened my thirst to get the 
knowledge to pursue leadership more 
in-depth. I think coming to school at 
SEU helped me to broaden my ministry,” 
said Choco. 
The mission of New Life Covenant is to 
be a church for the hurting. “It’s always 
been the DNA of New Life. We want 
to reach people who are black and blue, 
who are beaten by life. We want to reach 
them for Jesus. We want all the people 
that nobody wants,” said Choco.
Through his dissertation, “Balancing 
Church Growth with Church Health,” 
Choco studied the health and growth 
of his church based on Strategic 
Enticing Events (SEE) from when 
he took pastorship in 2000. SEE is 
defined as innovative events that were 
strategically planned to meet the need 
for an urban ministry context. The study 
surveyed different outreaches his church 
participated in during 2001. 
“The fact that you have a large church 
does not equate to being a healthy 
church. You can have a big church that 
is a dying church,” he said. “We wanted 
to make sure that what we were doing 
18 years ago was not only numerically 
good but it was also healthy. Once you 
have moving parts, like the body, you 
have to move to maintain health. If you 
just stay dormant with your gift or your 
talent, it’s going to die. That’s what I was 
trying to prove, that a Strategic Enticing 
Event caused not only numerical growth 
but also healthiness within the church.”
One of the first Strategic Enticing Events 
the church did was an ice cream giveaway. 
They rented an ice cream truck and gave 
away $100 worth of free ice cream. “The 
only caveat I had was I wanted to get 
inside the ice cream truck while it drove 
up and down the community and be the 
one to give away the free ice cream,” 
said Choco.
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A second event the church hosted was 
called Dumpster Day, where they rented 
ten 40-yard dumpsters on a Saturday 
and brought them to the community to 
throw away unwanted large items. This 
provided the opportunity for church 
members to go into the homes of people 
in the community and help them.
Another event included the re-enacting 
of Good Friday on the streets of Chicago. 
“We rented horses and church members 
dressed up as Roman soldiers. This 
enticed the community. The animals 
were out there. Imagine that, in the urban 
context, that you have these live horses 
coming down your community. Usually, 
live horses are associated with the police. 
But, here now, are Roman soldiers and 
Jesus with the cross and he is heading 
towards Golgotha,” said Choco.  
Choco studied these three events for his 
dissertation. “Out of my dissertation, we 
learned that Strategic Enticing Events are 
innovative events that were strategically 
planned to meet the need for an urban 
ministry context,” he said.
Choco credits the church’s continual 
growth to their outreach efforts in the 
local community. In February of 2018, 
the church held a sermon series on 
honor, where they recognized people 
from the community who did not attend 
the church in all three services on Sunday 
morning. A video from the third service 
honoree went viral. The church called a 
local Dominoes asking for pizza to be 
delivered at 12:30 p.m. The pizza delivery 
person, Monique, was then brought up 
onto the stage and given a tip from the 
church. Choco asked his congregation 
if they would be willing to bless the 
delivery person as well.
“What caused this to go viral was the 
Lord, no doubt. I said to the congregation, 
‘I want ten members of our church to 
come up here and give Monique a tip.’ 
Ten people came forward to give her a 
tip, and then twenty people. People kept 
coming. She was crying and she was 
weeping. She’s not a member of our 
church. What was beautiful about that is 
she went back to her pizza place and she 
shared it with other drivers and blessed 
them,” he said. 
As the church has continued to grow, 
Choco says one of the challenges they 
face is keeping the congregation focused 
and growing in their faith. Despite the 
challenges, he reflects on how rewarding 
it is to look at his congregation and realize 
the situations individuals have overcome.
Yet, he believes his greatest legacy is seen 
through ministering with his wife, who 
is the women’s pastor at the church, and 
his three children. His son is a student at 
Southeastern. “That’s the greatest legacy 
on planet earth. For me, it is not that 
I pastor a big church, but that my three 
kids are involved in ministry with me,” 
said Choco. 
Choco also shared encouragement for 
pastors. “I would say to the pastor who is 
reading this, that what God has ordained in 
their lives, He will see it into completion. 
I want to encourage them that in the 
midst of their facing challenges and 
uphill battles in their church, to continue 
to preach the unapologetic word and to 






Darrell and Jill Hardt
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ressed in riding 
attire in an outdoor 
horse arena, JILL 
(MILLER) HARDT 
’92 directs a rider on 
perfecting her horse’s 
canter. The rider presses her legs against 
the horse to direct its movements and 
tempo around the arena. When Jill gave 
the student commencement address 26 
years ago at what was then known as 
Southeastern College, she didn’t know at 
the time it would come back full circle. 
In the last 20 years, Jill has diligently 
worked as a trainer, competitor and 
owner of Tristan Oaks Dressage in Plant 
City, Fla. Every day since graduation, she 
has lived out the message she shared with 
fellow students on the importance of 
being excellent in a secular field in order 
to point people to Christ.
Dressage, a French word that means 
training, is a progressive, organized and 
systematic way of training a horse. It is a 
skilled form of riding that is performed at 
exhibitions and competitions.
“I love the parallels in dressage for the 
Christian, because when someone’s 
riding a horse, the horse has to be 
completely submissive to the rider,” 
said Jill. “The rider is telling it when to 
walk, when it should bend its body. The 
spiritual parallels of this to a Christian 
is the longer you go on your journey, 
you become more submissive to Christ, 
yet stronger.” 
Jill started riding at a young age and went 
on to become a bronze, silver and gold 
medalist. When she was only 15, with her 
parents’ permission and little financial 
means, Jill moved to Michigan to 
become an apprentice to an international 
equestrian judge. She went to a local high 
school part time and spent the rest of her 
day with the horses. 
“I worked at her farm in return for 
instruction. That’s a pretty typical way for 
people in this business to start because 
it’s not generally a vocation for which 
you have a degree. I think if it had not 
been for that experience, I could not have 
done what I am doing now,” she said. 
D
Jill competing at the 2018 Festival of Champions.
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From there, after completing high school 
and feeling like she needed to pursue 
a different career path, Jill moved to 
Florida to attend the University of North 
Florida (UNF) in Jacksonville for a year. 
“I was involved with a group in my 
church and several of the people there 
had gone to Southeastern. Youth pastors 
JAY ’85 and MELANIE (DEAN) ’87 
STEWART encouraged me to check 
out Southeastern,” said Jill. 
Not certain of what she wanted to study 
and coming from a family of teachers, 
Jill transferred to Southeastern and 
enrolled as an English education major. 
“Southeastern was certainly formative 
for my faith and formative for my 
worldview,” she said.
Southeastern was also where Jill met 
her husband of more than 27 years, 
Darrell Hardt. The pair met at lunch 
when Jill sat by her former youth pastor 
and resident director at Southeastern 
at the time, ELTON “PEPPER” 
BROOKE ’91, who happened to 
be sitting with Darrell. A group of 
girls from the youth group also sat 
with them. 
On the way back to the dorm room, the 
girls were joking about who they would 
marry. “I said, ‘Oh, I’ll just marry that 
guy who was sitting next to Pepper,’ and 
in the end that actually happened,” said 
Jill. The two were married in 1991 and 
since Darrell was a resident director, they 
lived on campus.
When Jill graduated a year later, she 
became the first female and first non-
ministry major to give the student 
commencement address. In her address, 
Jill encouraged graduates to live a life of 
excellence. “Christianity should equal 
excellence. When you do something, 
do it with all of your heart. It’s been a 
privilege to introduce people to Christ,” 
said Jill. At the time, Jill had planned to 
pursue a career in teaching English and 
“The spiritual parallels of 
dressage to a Christian is 
the longer you go on 
your journey, you become 
more submissive to 
Christ, yet stronger.”
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didn’t realize her career path would 
soon change.
Jill taught seventh grade English at 
Kathleen Middle School in Lakeland 
for three years. In her spare time, 
she gave riding lessons, until it 
started to take up more of her time. 
Darrell and Jill decided it was time for 
her to start a business and pursue the 
equestrian sport full time. They bought 
property in Plant City in 1997 and Jill 
poured everything into running Tristan 
Oaks Dressage, named after the farm 
where she worked in Michigan. 
Now, after years of establishing her 
company, Jill’s day-to-day routine 
includes getting up early to make sure 
all of the horses are fed, riding the 
horses and providing private lessons to 
her clients. The facility houses 20 to 30 
horses, some that they own and some 
they house for their clients. With the 
growth of the business, Jill has brought 
on an additional trainer and invested in 
student apprentices who live at the farm. 
As she provides lessons for her clients, 
Jill’s teaching degree has come in handy.
“I think one of the biggest things in 
teaching is auditory, visual and kinesthetic 
learning. I find most people are visual 
learners. In this sport, you have to become 
an auditory learner. Having learned those 
modalities as a teacher helps me. Believe 
it or not, some horses are better visual 
learners and some are better auditory 
learners,” said Jill. 
In addition to offering board and 
training for clients and lessons, horses 
from Tristan Oaks also participate in 
recognized regional and national shows. 
As an athlete herself, Jill competes horses 
in nationally and internationally ranked 
dressage competitions. This year Jill was 
selected for the Festival of Champions, 
an invitation-only event and an Olympic 
development program for younger horses. 
Her eight-year-old horse, Fein Tanzar, 
known as Gigantor, was selected for this 
competition held at Lamplight. Gigantor, 
measuring at 18 hands (a hand equals 4 
inches) towers over Jill, who is only 5 feet 
3 inches tall. Gigantor is unique in that 
Jill has bred, ridden and competed him.
“Christianity should equal 
excellence. When you 
do something, do it 
with all of your heart.” 
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“At the Lamplight show, very few people 
had bred their horses. Most of them were 
purchased in Europe. That was kind of 
unique. There was maybe one other horse 
in the developing divisions that was bred, 
owned and ridden by one person. It is 
quite unique that the same person would 
have bred the horse, would have owned 
it and would ride and train it,” said Jill. 
The Lamplight competition took place 
just outside of Chicago in July of 2018. 
Gigantor was selected to compete due to 
placing in the top 15 nationally on various 
tests he participated in. After months of 
preparation, the horse competed for only 
five minutes. “It was a new experience. 
I tend to step into challenges. I don’t 
always enjoy it. The pursuit itself is not 
always fun. It’s a lot of stress and it does 
tell you a lot about yourself. It’s how you 
handle things that don’t seem to be going 
right and how resilient you are. That was 
a real test and a really good experience. 
Now that I’ve done it once, I also have a 
better grasp,” said Jill. 
In her career, Jill has competed in several 
national level competitions. Her future 
plans include continuing to compete 
internationally. Throughout the process, 
she has been grateful for the Christian, 
Olympic-level coaches she has been able 
to work with.
“I am just so fortunate to work with 
some of the most excellent people. It’s so 
unique that they are such strong people 
of faith. I don’t think that’s particularly 
usual in this industry, but I think that is 
a gift from God, that some of the most 
influential people in my life have been 
people of faith. But, not just of faith, but 
excellence,” said Jill. 
In a secular field, Jill has been able to 
work with clients who trust her and she 
can share her faith with. She has seen the 
address she gave 26 years ago come back 
into fruition. 
In addition to helping around the farm 
by mending fences and mowing, Darrell 
has continued to serve in a variety of roles 
at Southeastern. He served as resident 
director, director of student life, director 
of housing and conference services, and 
more recently as executive director of 
student services.
Jill and Darrell with Gigantor
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n her role as  a member 
experience specialist for the 
Jacksonville Jaguars NFL 
football team, CHRISTY 
(CLEMENTS) PAVILANDO 
’16 is a key player in helping 
keep the team’s fan base engaged 
and coming back season after season.
“My favorite aspect of my job is getting 
to build relationships with our season 
ticket members and to help create a 
great game day experience for them,” 
Christy said.
Her personal client base of around 3,000 
season ticket member accounts ranges 
from families and businesses to club seats 
and suites. Throughout the year, she works 
to strengthen her relationships with her 
clients, including planning and putting 
on exclusive events for them, solving any 
issues they may have related to their season 
membership, and helping them renew for 
another year. 
One aspect of her role is responding to 
negative client feedback. If a member 
complains about their game day 
experience, for example, such as a poor 
concessions experience or a broken seat 
back, Christy and her team reach out 
and take any necessary steps to turn the 
situation around.
Christy also has opportunities to be 
hospitable and develop goodwill within 
her client base before any problems arise. 
On game days, she individually visits with 
a randomized selection of her clients and 
presents them with a small gift to thank 
them for being a member that year. She also 
keeps track of any members’ milestones 
with the organization and provides them 
with the proper recognition. For example, 
clients who have been members for five 
years or longer are featured as part of a 
members’ wall at the stadium.
Having been with the Jaguars for nearly a 
year now, Christy credits the mentorship 
of her sport management professors and 
internship experience as having prepared 
her for her work with the team.
“The sport management professors played 
a huge role in my success at the Jaguars. 
They helped prepare me with a good 
resume and interview skills, which was a 
big part of me getting this position.”
The summer before her senior year at 
SEU, Christy completed an internship 
with the Jacksonville Sharks in their game 
day operations and community relations 
department. The position helped prepare 
her for the amount of work that goes into 
game day preparation, as well as taught 
her about community outreach and 
sponsorships.
Christy has also had opportunities to 
integrate her faith into her job role.
“I have found a great group of believers at 
my current job that support and lift each 
other up weekly.”
Christy is currently pursuing a master 
of science in kinesiology, with a focus in 
sport administration, from Southeastern. 
She aims to remain in the professional 
sports industry as she continues to grow in 
her career.
CLIENT RELATIONS FOR 
THE JACKSONVILLE JAGUARS
Christy and Josh Pavilando 
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has come a long 
way since his days 
of shooting hoops 
on Southeastern’s 
campus. From being a student-
athlete at Southeastern to serving in 
a variety of teaching positions over 
the past 27 years, Dan has always 
made excellence a priority.
After graduating from Southeastern, 
Dan returned to Michigan to begin his 
teaching career. Following a brief search 
and several interviews, he took a teaching 
position at Cody High School in Detroit, 
where he taught natural science, biology, 
physiology and anatomy. While at the high 
school, he was recognized as the Science 
Department Teacher of the Year in 1995.
“It was a great place to begin my teaching 
career and afforded me the opportunity 
to practice the ‘art of teaching’ and to put 
into practice those things I learned while 
at Southeastern,” said Dan.
In 1995, Dan moved to Livonia, Mich., 
to teach at Emerson Middle School, 
where he taught seventh and eighth grade 
science. He remained at Emerson for 18 
years in a variety of roles, including teacher, 
coach, athletic director and assistant 
principal. In 1996, Dan earned his master 
of arts degree in athletic administration 
from Wayne State University. During 
this time, he also became a Livonia 
Educational Administrators Board 
member and chairman of the Livonia 
Educational Administrators Scholarship 
Committee.
“I thoroughly enjoyed my time as a 
classroom teacher and had no plans of 
my own to go into administration, but 
God had other plans. He gently and 
slowly moved me out of the classroom 
and athletics and into administration. 
Saying ‘yes’ to filling in has led to more 
 
than 12 years of being an educational 
administrator,” he said.
After several decades of serving in the 
public school system, in 2013, Dan was 
selected for the position of superintendent 
at Novi Christian Academy. His day-to-
day routine as a superintendent mainly 
consists of leading and investing in 
administrators, teachers and students, 
whether it be at lunch, in a classroom, or 
at a sporting event. He provides leadership 
and vision for the kindergarten through 
12th-grade school, oversees long-range 
planning, manages the school calendar, 
manages fiscal operations and maintains 
accreditation for the school. In addition 
to these roles, Dan also implements and 
plans professional development for staff 
and teachers, along with overseeing the 
hiring, supervising and managing of 
school staff.  
“It’s an honor to have a front row seat to 
see and experience God’s love, faithfulness 
and power at work. I am grateful for the 
privilege to work alongside and lead a 
group of wonderful, talented and caring 
educators. I have the opportunity to 
inspire students through biblical truth, 
to prepare them for God’s calling, and to 
equip them to impact the world for Jesus 
Christ,” said Dan.
Dan credits his time at Southeastern for 
much of his development as a leader and 
teacher. Being a student-athlete taught 
him to have an appreciation for those 
who influence others on and off 
the court, and as well as inside and 
outside of the classroom. “I became an 
educator because it provided a great 
opportunity to pour into the lives of 
students, athletes and other educators. 
As a teacher, coach and administrator, I 
have  had the great opportunity to 
make a difference in the lives of 
individuals, to share with them 
God’s love, to encourage them to 
walk in God’s ways, and to help 
them discover and develop the gifts 
and talents the Lord has given to them,” 
he said. 
Dan knows just how important educators 
and mentors are in a young person’s 
life. Some of the individuals who made 
an impact on his life during his time 
at Southeastern include his professors, 
Dr. Bill Hackett, Reverend Robert Elliott 
and Dr. Jack Sharp, and his coaches, 
Scott Laing and Dean Skinner.  
“My time playing basketball has made 
a great impact on my life. As I reflect 
on my successes and the characteristics 
that have allowed me to experience 
success, I find that they were shaped by 
my experiences playing sports. It was on 
the basketball court and football field 
that I first experienced being a leader. 
I was able to develop my leadership 
qualities and abilities under the watchful 
eyes of forgiving teammates, caring 
coaches and loving parents,” said Dan.
Dan has continued to lead outside of 
the classroom as well. He and his wife, 
Amy, have volunteered with their home 
church, Brightmoor Christian Church. In 
the past, they volunteered in the children’s 
program, volunteered and directed the 
Royal Family KIDS Camp (a ministry to 
kids in the foster care system) and Dan 
served as a deacon board member. They 
currently serve as the parking lot ministry 
coordinators and volunteers. Dan and 
Amy have four children.




A LEARN AND PLAY STUDIO
How two SEU grads are reintroducing fun into the learning process
COLLEGE OF EDUCATION
Tiffany Thenor and Jessica Zivkovich
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t only takes a couple of steps 
through the front door of 
WonderHere to sense that 
this school is different. To 
your left, sewing stations 
with brightly colored 
ribbons and spools overlook Lakeland’s 
main downtown thoroughfare. A few 
more steps lead you to the slides, swings, 
and rock wall perched beside a pretend 
market with a striped canopy. Lego 
creations and superhero capes adorn a 
wall nearby. With so many opportunities 
for play and discovery, it only seems 
natural that words like inspire, wonder, and 
fun would be painted along the back wall 
of the entrance.
The school’s founders, TIFFANY 
(SAMUELS) THENOR ’09 and 
JESSICA (VALDES) ZIVKOVICH 
’11, ’18 (M.Ed.), already had more than 
a decade of combined classroom teaching 
experience when they decided to launch 
WonderHere.
“The more time we both spent teaching 
in the traditional school atmosphere, 
the more disheartening it became to 
be immersed in the unfortunate state 
of the current public school system. We 
absolutely loved children and teaching 
but could no longer be a part of the 
other nonsense, like putting standards and 
testing over children’s individuality and 
creativity. Rather than simply complain, 
we chose to be creative (and possibly a 
bit rebellious, too) and committed to 
finding a solution to the problems we 
were encountering,”  Tiffany shared.
For Tiffany, the defining moment came 
while administering an assessment. 
A student in the front row piped up, 
“Another test? School is so boring!”
“I was mortified!” Tiffany recalled. “I 
texted his mom that very moment for an 
emergency meeting. After school that day 
when she arrived at my classroom, I let 
her know that I would be homeschooling 
her son. Looking back now, I laugh. But 
that little boy and that sweet and trusting 
mama were our founding members of 
WonderHere and three years later are still 
our most active and dedicated family.”
Jessica’s “that’s it” moment, as she calls 
it, was also connected to testing. As she 
prepared her third-grade students to 
take their first-ever state assessment, she 
watched their excitement and eagerness 
in August turn to stress and dread by 
testing time in March.
That same year, Jessica had the 
opportunity to attend an educational 
conference in Texas.
“On the way there, I devoured the book, 
‘Crushing It!: How Great Entrepreneurs 
Build Their Business and Influence 
— and How You Can, Too,’ by Gary 
Vaynerchuk, and at the conference, I 
got to connect with some amazing 
educational companies. I knew there 
I
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was a market out there for something 
different, and as soon as I got home, I 
called Tiffany, ready to tell her my ideas 
(knowing she had some of her own).”
In the spring of 2016, they began offering 
“pop-up classes” at their church, hoping 
to get a sense for the community’s 
openness to their play-focused learning 
philosophy. At their first-ever pop-up 
class, themed around the story of “The 
Three Little Pigs,” the students read 
the classic tale as told from the wolf ’s 
perspective in Jon Scieszka’s “The True 
Story of the Three Little Pigs.” Then they 
reenacted it with puppets, analyzed the 
“crime scene” of the pigs’ blown-down 
houses, put the wolf on trial, and finally 
created tiny structures with Twizzlers, 
toothpicks, and any other materials the 
kids thought might withstand the Big 
Bad Wolf ’s huffs and puffs.
Jessica and Tiffany were encouraged by 
the positive response from the parents 
and students. Some in attendance even 
pre-registered for future classes. 
This confirmation fueled the pair’s 
determination to turn what had 
begun simply as two college friends 
dreaming and scheming one evening 
into the bustling educational hub that 
WonderHere is today, with more than 70 
daily students.
“Once we decided to go for this, we 
worked like a whirlwind to be ready,” 
they said.
Jessica and Tiffany’s own classroom 
experiences as students, particularly 
during their time at Southeastern, were 
an influential force shaping WonderHere’s 
future teaching model.
Crediting the dedication and teaching 
styles of education professors like Dr. 
Amy Bratten, Dr. Patty LeBlanc, and 
several others, Tiffany said, “Their 
faith-infused instruction, their practical 
won•der
noun, verb
To be curious to know something.
A feeling of surprise mingled with 
admiration, caused by something 
beautiful or unexpected.
“WonderHere is where the 
home meets the school. We 
are dedicated to cultivating 
a love of learning within 
the child, empowering 
parents to be the director of 
their child’s education, and 
providing a fun, safe place 
for kids of all educational 
settings to learn and play.”
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and applicable lessons on managing, 
facilitating, and developing beautifully 
meaningful learning experiences for 
students, their personal investment in 
me as a student that continued after 
graduation … these professors paved the 
way for Jessica and I to create WonderHere 
fully equipped and confident that we 
have the educational background to do 
this thing well.”
For Jessica, it was Dr. Janet Deck’s love 
for children, literacy, and the Lord that 
was most influential on her as a future 
educator. “She infused so much creativity 
into her lessons,” Jessica shared.
After months of brainstorming, 
researching, crafting lessons, and 
transforming their newly acquired space 
in downtown Lakeland, the WonderHere 
team of half-a-dozen teachers opened 
its doors in May 2016 for its first official 
summer of educational camps. The focus 
was on reintroducing kids to the fun of 
learning, with five-day programs offered 
featuring names like “The Price is Write,” 
“Survivor: S.T.E.M.,” “Get Moving!” and 
“Reading with the Stars.”
Midsummer, Tiffany reflected in a post 
on the WonderHere blog, “WonderHere 
is a studio unlike anything Lakeland has 
ever seen, and this summer has solidified 
in us something we already believed. 
There is a huge need for a location where 
kids can be creative, be given space to 
think outside of the box, and encounter 
learning nose-to-nose with their personal 
interests and abilities.”
WonderHere has succeeded in providing 
just that kind of space. Now in its 
third year of operation, the school has 
expanded from its initial selection of 
summer camps to a variety of educational 
options, from six-week enrichment 
courses to a full-time, Finnish-inspired 
K-6 private academy, with all learning 
activities personalized to the individual 
needs of each child.
As the school continues to grow and 
more families join the WonderHere 
vision, Jessica, Tiffany, and their team are 
committed to maintaining the close-knit 
educational community they’ve enjoyed 
the past few years. “Our goal is for 
everyone at WonderHere to feel valued, 
connected, and in community with 
each other.”
With a staff of 16 — eight of whom 
are SEU alumni — plans for the future 
include making strategic steps to allow 
more families to participate in a creative 
and intentional way as well as releasing an 
official WonderHere curriculum in 2019 
for use by families and classrooms across 
the country.
Most importantly, the team is seeking 
God’s hand to be on WonderHere’s 
next steps.
Tiffany recognizes how He has already 
orchestrated their initial years, as well 
as those leading up to the school’s 
launch: “God’s fingerprints are all 
over WonderHere — from Jessica 
and I meeting junior year through a 
Southeastern volunteering opportunity 
with the Dream Center Lakeland to the 
many, many small and large ways the 
Lord has intervened and arranged for 
WonderHere to begin and grow and 
flourish. We could not have done any of 
this on our own. This God-breathed and 
really big God-size dream is only a reality 
because we stepped out in faith and 
continue to take faith steps every day.”
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classroom, you can 
watch a three-dimensional object, such 
as a phone case or coffee mug, being 
printed off for a class project. At Kimpton 
Middle School in Stow, Ohio, STEM 
(Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Mathematics) programs are an essential 
component of a student’s coursework.
 
“The most fulfilling part of my job is 
having students use professional tools 
(software) to create high-level, quality 
products,” said Dave. “It’s pretty cool to 
see the look on their faces when they tell 
an adult what they did their project on 
or show them a 3D printed phone case 
or prosthetic finger or hand.”
 
Dave began implementing STEM 
programs into his classroom after visiting 
manufacturing workplaces and seeing the 
need for his students to study technology. 
With a grant he submitted in 2014 
through the GAR Foundation, Dave 
received enough money to purchase 3D 
printers for his seventh-grade students.
“Education often lags behind when it 
comes to technology. We are trying to 
prepare students for the workplace that 
they will be working in,” he said.
 
Two years later, he submitted another 
grant in order to purchase virtual reality 
(VR) technology. The grants the school 
received for the 3D printer and VR 
equipment totaled $30,000. With the VR 
technology, his students use a 360-degree 
camera to record footage and then use 
that footage in video games they develop. 
A past project from the students included 
recording a virtual video of Kimpton 
Middle School for incoming students.
 
During the science class, students are 
given a project-based assignment where 
in a nine-week period they complete a 
project in 3D modeling, design a home 
similar to what is seen on HGTV, design 
robots or develop a video game. Dave 
explains how from these projects, his 
students have built model planes and 
rockets as well as designed and printed a 
small-scale tiny house (furniture and all). 
They have even printed off ping pong net 
brackets with the 3D printer, which are 
used by the physical education program 
at the middle school.  
 
For their projects, the students work with 
industry-leading software, such as Unity, 
On-Shape and Blender, which are used 
by professional game developers and 
engineers.
 
Dave recently wrote a grant to purchase 
a drone for the school. Using computer 
coding, his students are able to program 
the movements of the drone. 
Since the introduction of  VR technology 
and 3D printing in the classroom, there 







in engineering as well as the biomedical field among his 
students.
 
“STEM is amazing in that it is all project based, and students 
create really awesome products. I had always wanted to teach 
a class like this, even making my science classes primarily 
project-based,” said Dave.
 
The virtual reality technology has also been able to help 
Dave on a personal level. Through virtual reality, he was able 
to overcome his fear of heights. After putting on the virtual 
reality headset, photo-realistic environments would be 
displayed where Dave could feel as if he were rock climbing 
a mountain. Over time, he was able to rock climb in real life 
without a fear of heights. 
“The VR technology is developed to desensitize you to 
your fear. Overcoming your fears is something I always try 
to get my students to do. It can open your world to great 
possibilities,” he added.
 
In 2006 and 2007, Dave earned a scholarship to go to the 
Space Academy and Advanced Space Academy for Educators 
with the U.S. Space and Rocket Center in Huntsville, Ala. 
At the academy, he was able to “play astronaut” for a few 
weeks, going through simulations similar to what astronauts 
would, including simulated missions and design challenges.
 
“There are so many teaching and learning experiences 
you can do in amazing places and facilities. It was amazing 
getting to play astronaut for a couple of weeks,” said Dave. 
From his time there, Dave was able to realize how science 
and STEM work within a space program and integrate that 
into his classroom.
 
Dave has been a science teacher since he graduated from 
Southeastern in 1992. He first started teaching in Polk 
County for two years before returning to his home state of 
Ohio. It was at Southeastern that he met his wife KELLI 
(CLARK) ’93. Kelli is a fourth-grade gifted teacher at 
Stow-Munroe Falls City Schools, in the same district Dave 
teaches. The couple has two sons, Caleb, who attends Ohio 
University, and Cameron, who is a senior in high school.
Dave, Kelli, Caleb and Cameron
Mug printed in Dave's class using the 3D printer
Dave using virtual technology in his classroom
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CONGRATS TO OUR TEACHERS OF THE YEAR!
We wanted to give a shout-out to the many alumni from the College of Education who have been named the Teacher of the Year for their 
school, district, county or state. On our Alumni Facebook page, we recently asked alumni to share those accomplishments with us. Below is a 
compilation of responses we received from that post. We are sure that there are many more as well. The College of Education would love to hear 
from others who have received this award. Please send information to Lisa Coscia at lacoscia@seu.edu.
ALABAMA
SCHOOL AWARD
STACEY (LEWIS) LEATHERMAN ’97, 
Teacher of the Year in 2018, Greenwood 
Elementary School in Bessemer
SAMANTHA (STABLER) BINGHAM 
’02, Teacher of the Year in 2006, Greenville 
Middle School in Greenville 
FLORIDA
STATE AWARD
SHELLY (COLEY) FOUNTAIN ’86, 
Teacher of the Year for Gifted Education 
in 1996 in the state of Florida
JULIE (KRIST) HAKES ’06, English 
Teacher of the Year in 2010 in the state 
of Florida
JESSICA (SUAREZ) SOLANO ’08, 
Teacher of the Year in 2017 in the state 
of Florida
COUNTY AWARD
WILLIE “DANNY” WHITTENTON 
’70, Teacher of the Year in 2008 in  
Polk County
JULIE (KRIST) HAKES ’06, English 
Teacher of the Year in 2010 in Polk County
JESSICA (SUAREZ) SOLANO ’08, 
Teacher of the Year in 2016 in Polk County
MICHELLE (MANCHESTER) 
DINWIDDIE ’09, Teacher of the Year 
in 2018 in Polk County
DISTRICT AWARD
MELISSA LEECH ’91, District Elementary 
School Counselor of the Year in 2012; 
District Student Services Employee of 
the Year in 2017 in Pinellas County
SCHOOL AWARD
BETTY “SHERLYN” MCKIBBON ’68, 
Teacher of the Year in 1996, Pine Forest 
High School in Pensacola
ANN (LOCKART) WHITTENTON 
’70 Teacher of the Year in 1993, Boswell 
Elementary School in Auburndale
WILLIE “DANNY” WHITTENTON 
’70, Teacher of the Year in 2007, Kathleen 
High School in Lakeland
PATTI (CRUMPACKER) CLENDENIN 
’78, Teacher of the Year in 2013, Glen Springs 
Elementary School in Gainesville 
LORETTA (BELLUCCI) CAMERON 
’80, Teacher of the Year in 1990, Lake Gibson 
High School in Lakeland; Teacher of the Year 
in 1994 and 2004, West Area Adult School  
in Lakeland
RACHEL (RIVERA) GAUTIER ’80, 
Teacher of the Year in 2000, Rochelle School 
of the Arts in Lakeland
SHELLY (COLEY) FOUNTAIN ’86, 
Teacher of the Year in 1996 and 2015, Jewett 
Academy in Lakeland; Teacher of the Year in 
2002, Brighman Academy in Winter Haven
CONNIE LEE (LANIER) DAYTON 
’90, Teacher of the Year in 1996 and 2001, 
Rochelle School of the Arts in Lakeland 
SUSAN (KYRE) LEWIS ’91, Teacher 
of the Year in 1998, Polk City Elementary 
in Polk City
DEBBIE (PETRONE) COSME ’94, 
Teacher of the Year in 1999, Progress Village 
Middle School in Tampa
ALISON (PHILLIPS) DEBORDE ’94, 
Teacher of the Year in 1996, Northwest Area 
in Lakeland; Teacher of the Year in 1997, 
Lawton Chiles Middle School in Lakeland
TRACEY FLOWERS ’94, Teacher of the 
Year in 2009, Padgett Elementary in Lakeland
BRUCE MULFORD ’94, Teacher of the 
Year in 2011, Liberty High School  
in Kissimmee
CATHERINE (TYRE) STIKA ’95, 
Teacher of the Year in 2011 and 2016, First 
Coast Christian School in Jacksonville 
JOY FABER BECKER ’96, Teacher of 
the Year in 2003, Padgett Elementary School 
in Lakeland 
JENNIFER (WALSH) HARWELL ’96, 
Teacher of the Year in 2007, Normandy 
Village Elementary in Jacksonville 
JODI (MEERDINK) PEMBERTON ’98, 
Teacher of the Year in 2014, Union Academy 
in Bartow 
APRIL (FARMER) ROGERS ’02, 
Teacher of the Year in 2015, St. Petersburg 
Christian School in St. Petersburg
JEREMY DENTON ’03, Teacher of  
the Year in 2014, Lincoln High School 
in Tallahassee 
ADRAINE SCOTT ’03, ’06 (MBA), 
Teacher of the Year in 2005, Compass Middle 
School in Polk City; Teacher of the Year in 
2010, Juvenile Justice Education in Polk 
County Public Schools
SANDRA (HOUGHTALIN) VARN ’03, 
Brandon Sam’s Club Teacher of the Year in 
2006 in Brandon
MICHELE BOLDS ’04, Teacher of the  
Year in 2014, Caldwell Elementary School 
in Auburndale 
KERRI (PENLAND) FOSTER ’04, 
’14 (M.Ed.), Teacher of the Year in 2012, 
Socrum Elementary in Lakeland
LINDSEY MCDOWELL ’04, ’09 
(M.Ed.), Teacher of the Year in 2009,  
Boswell Elementary in Auburndale
JOCELYN (CRAIG) BARILLAS 
’05, Teacher of the Year in 2010, Delton 
Elementary in Spring Hill
KELLY CHASTAIN-WILKS ’06,  
Teacher of the Year in 2014, Loughman  
Oaks Elementary School in Davenport
ERICA MARCANO ’06, Teacher of  
the Year in 2017, Sikes Elementary School  
in Medulla
JARED SMITH ’06, Teacher of the  
Year 2016, Deane Bozeman School in 
Panama City
JENNIFER (VALENCIA) ST. CHARLES 
’06, Teacher of the Year in 2018, Longleaf 
Elementary School in New Port Richey 
CHRISTIN (MCDOWELL) JUDY 
’07, Teacher of the Year in 2018, Kingsford 
Elementary in Mulberry 
DENISE (DECKER) RODRIGUEZ 
’07, Teacher of the Year in 2016, Kingsford 
Elementary in Mulberry
LAURA (CARNS) ANGILERI ’08, 
Teacher of the Year in 2011, Kingsford 
Elementary School in Mulberry 
BRITTANI (GALLOWAY) 
O’CONNOR ’08, ’15 (M.Ed.),  
Teacher of the Year in 2008, McKeel  
Academy of Technology in Lakeland
DAVID WING ’08, Teacher of the Year  
in 2016, Woodland Middle School in  
North Port
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ADAM FLICK ’09, Teacher of the Year  
in 2014, McKeel Academy of Technology  
in Lakeland 
MICHELLE HUNT ’09, Teacher of 
the Year in 2017, Crystal Lake Elementary  
in Lakeland 
TIFFANY (SAMUELS) THENOR ’09, 
Teacher of the Year in 2014, Phillip O’Brien 
Elementary in Lakeland
CRYSTAL (AHRENS) TAYLOR ’10, 
Teacher of the Year in 2018, St. Cloud Middle 
School in St. Cloud
MALLORY WILLIAMSON ’10, Teacher 
of the Year in 2018, Wendell Watson 
Elementary in Lakeland
CINTIA ALLY ’11, Teacher of the Year in 
2017, Mulberry Middle School in Mulberry
BRITTNYE REINER ’11, Teacher of the 
Year in 2016, Lacoochee Elementary  
in Lacoochee
NORY (VILA) VELA ’11, Teacher of 
the Year in 2012, Denn John Middle School 
in Kissimmee
KAYLA (BECK) BREEDING ’12, 
Teacher of the Year in 2015, Love Grove 
Elementary in Jacksonville
SETH MCGEE ’13, Teacher of the Year 
in 2015, North Lakeland Elementary School 
in Lakeland
ASHLEY (VILLEGAS) WICKERSHAM 
’13 (M.Ed.), Teacher of the Year in 2017, 
Dixieland Elementary in Lakeland
JENNIFER CARSON GANNAIO ’18 
(Ed.D.), Teacher of the Year in 2018, Calvary 
Christian High School in Clearwater
LESLIE PRESCOTT, Teacher of  
the Year in 2017, Jesse Keen Elementary  
in Lakeland
ANDREA WELLS, Teacher of the Year 
in 2016, Robert H. Jenkins Junior Middle 




ANTHONY “TONY” HAYS ’96, Teacher 
of the Year in 2014, Floyd County Schools
SCHOOL AWARD
PAM (FROST) FREED ’80, Teacher of 
the Year in 2010, Duncan Creek Elementary 
in Hoschton
ANTHONY “TONY” HAYS ’96, Teacher 
of the Year in 2014, Model Middle School 
in Rome
AIMEE (JARRAD) HAYS ’97, Teacher 
of the Year in 2005, Johnson Elementary in 
Rome; Rome Walmart Teacher of the Year 
in 2001
STACY (SHOEMAKER) LACY ’02, 
Teacher of the Year in 2015, Hannan Magnet 
Academy in Columbus
CHRISTIAN (RANDALL) LEAPHART 
’09, Teacher of the Year in 2015, Silver City 
Elementary in Cumming    
MARYLAND
SCHOOL AWARD
DUSTIN YOUNGSTROM ’08, Teacher 




TRISHA (MOODY) SHUTTER ’06, 
Teacher of the Year in 2018, Robert B. 
Havens Elementary in Saginaw 
NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY AWARD
NODJIE (SMITH) CONNER ’78, 
Teacher of the Year in 1991, Forsyth 
Association for Classroom Teachers
SCHOOL AWARD
NODJIE (SMITH) CONNER ’78, 
Teacher of the Year in 1990, Old Richmond 
Elementary School in Winston-Salem
GLORIA BRYANT ’87, Teacher of 
the Year in 1995 and 2002, West Bertie 
Elementary in Lewiston 
DENITA (HAMILTON) NEWBY ’93, 
Harris Teacher of the Year in 2002, Ranson 
IB Middle School in Charlotte
TANYA (HATTAN) BOYCE ’95, Teacher 
of the Year in 2011, Forest City Dunbar 
Elementary in Forest City
KEELA GALLAGHER ’02, Teacher of 
the Year in 2018, The Downtown School in 
Winston-Salem
MARY (WINSLOW) BEAM ’05, Teacher 
of the Year in 2005, Forest City Dunbar 
Elementary in Forest City
OHIO
SCHOOL AWARD
CHERI (RUBY) DENIS ’90, Teacher  
of the Year in 2000, Monterey Elementary 
 in Grove City 
MONICA (KREUSER) STARCHER 
’07, Teacher of the Year in 2018, Bolton 
Crossing Elementary in Grove City
SOUTH CAROLINA
SCHOOL AWARD
BREANNA “BEE” DENNEWITZ ’95, 
Teacher of the Year in 2016, Beaufort Middle 
School in Beaufort  
KELLY (MILES) HUEBLE ’95, 
Teacher of the Year in 2007, Summit Drive 
Elementary in Greenville
LEAH STEVENS ’07, Teacher of the Year 
in 2013, J. Paul Truluck Middle School in 
Lake City
“One child, one 
teacher, one book, 
one pen can 
change the world.” 
Malala Yousafzai,
2014 Nobel Peace Prize Recipient
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ANDREA HAGAN ’91 has a passion 
for serving others and building strong 
families and communities.
Her latest endeavor has her working 
with her alma mater and several other 
community partners to launch the very 
first Community Partnership School 
in Polk County. Under the community 
partnership school model, a public school 
becomes a center of activity beyond 
just academics by serving the physical, 
mental and emotional needs of students 
and their families. 
Crystal Lake Elementary, which is just 
a short walk away from Southeastern 
University, was chosen to pilot the 
program in Polk County. 
Students and their families are able 
to access social services and health 
care right on school grounds through 
the community partnership. The aim 
of the program is improved student 
learning, stronger families and healthier 
communities. 
Recent studies of community partnership 
schools in operation for five years 
or longer have found most students 
within these programs attended school 
consistently and succeeded academically. 
Families are also more involved with 
their children’s education, and ultimately 
communities are transformed.
As director of community partnership 
schools, Andrea works closely with 
Crystal Lake Elementary’s principal to 
provide services ranging from homework 
assistance and after-school programming 
to health care and mental health 
counseling.
Throughout her career, Andrea has 
worked in the areas of emergency shelter 
care, maternity care, foster care, adoption 
and prevention.
In addition to Southeastern, other partner 
organizations joining Polk County 
Public Schools with this initiative include 
Heartland for Children, Central Florida 
Health Care and the United Way.
“The community partnership school will 
improve the lives of students, families, 
and the entire community by putting 
healthcare and social services right where 
they’re needed most,” said Andrea.
Southeastern is already highly involved 
with the neighboring elementary 
school. University students participate 
in the school’s Big Brothers/Big Sisters 
program and tutor students. Students in 
SEU’s Reading Education courses focus 
on literacy development at the school, 
developing individualized reading plans 
for second-grade students. Many students 
from the College of Education also intern 
at Crystal Lake Elementary or complete 
their field study there.
“The community partnership school is 
just another way that Southeastern can 





Located in the heart of Southeastern’s campus, Pathways School of Excellence is 
a private, Christian school for middle and high school aged children with special 
needs. Since its inception in 2016, the school has more than doubled in size from 
21 students its first year to 45 students currently. Due to the growth, the school has 
opened two new classrooms since 2017.
Since it is housed on the university’s campus, Pathways collaborates with the various 
colleges at Southeastern for the academics, personal growth and spiritual life of 
students. SEU students provide chapel services, physical education activities, and art 
and music classes for Pathways. The Pathways students also participate yearly in the 
Florida Special Olympics on Southeastern’s campus.
Pathways has 20 employees, with six of them being SEU alumni. Alumni working at 
Pathways include KRISTEN REYNOLDS ’11, KATLYN (DAVIS) ELLIOTT 
’15, REBECCA (WILSMAN) SUMNER ’10, VALERIE (BENAVIDES) 
REEDER ’96, GENESIS VARELA ’18, and SANDY (KYRE) JOHNSON ’92.
As one of the only faith-based post-
secondary transition programs in the 
United States, SEU Link is designed 
to assist students with mild intellectual 
disabilities in making the transition 
from high school to adulthood. The 
program’s goal is to provide students 
with the tools necessary for them to 
take college classes, obtain gainful 
employment and to live independently. 
Upon graduation, students will receive 
a certificate of accomplishment and an 
industry credential in one of three fields 
— hospitality, healthcare or technology. 
“The post-secondary transition program 
could be the first time students spend 
time away from their families and with 
peers who have disabilities,” said Dr. 
David Grant, chair of the Link program. 
“Students will be exposed to a completely 
different dynamic and receive the full 
collegiate experience. It will be a positive 
experience for everyone involved.”
During their first year, the program of 
study for the students includes Link-
specific courses in employability and 
independent living. Students will also be 
able to audit existing SEU courses, such 
as personal financial stewardship, history, 
English, social work, education and many 
more. In their junior and senior years, 
they will be able to put their classes into 
practice through working in jobs on 
and off campus. The students also live 
on campus. 
Jackie Phelps is one of the first students 
to enroll in the program. Originally 
from Tampa, Jackie and her family were 
trying to find a program close to home. 
As a student in the Doctor of Ministry 
program, Jackie’s father heard about SEU 
Link and told her about it. “I love being 
able to live on my own, but I can still 
visit my family,” said Jackie. In addition 
to taking classes specific to the Link 
program, Jackie also was able to take the 
Christ, Culture and the University class 
with other students from Southeastern. “I 
hope to get a full-time job in an office 
environment,” said Jackie. 
Jackie lives in the Esperanza dorm with 
seven other students. Some of Jackie’s 
favorite experiences include attending 
the football games and participating in 
Battle of the Dorms with her suitemates. 
“It feels pretty awesome to be the first 
student. I am excited to have other 
students come and join me,” said Jackie. 
In the spring, a number of students joined 
Jackie in the program.
Jackie Phelps with SEU Link instructor 
Caitlin Whitteton '17 (M.Ed.) 
COLLEGE OF EDUCATION
SEU Link
PATHWAYS SCHOOL OF EXCELLENCE
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One of the fastest 
growing departments 
in the College of 
Education is the 
Department of Human 
Performance & Sport 
Studies. When Professor Tad Carls, assistant 
dean of the College of Education, took over 
the department in 2012, he was the only 
full-time faculty member. The department 
offered a degree in Sport Management with 
approximately 50 students enrolled.
Over the past five years, the department has 
expanded its degree in Sport Management by 
adding a variety of concentrations, in addition 
to a new bachelor’s and master’s degree in 
Kinesiology. With these new programs, the 
department has grown to more than 300 
students and has six full-time faculty members. 
When the new degree in Kinesiology was 
first offered in 2015, 70 students enrolled, far 
surpassing the department’s expectations. The 
master’s program received a similar response, 
with all 24 spots in the cohort filled when it 
launched in 2018.
 
“We use a learner-centered approach in our 
programs. We also believe that experiential 
learning is so important in helping students 
apply what they are learning in the classroom,” 
said Carls. 
To offer an outside experience, the department 
takes students on tours of different athletic 
departments, including those at larger 
public universities, such as the University 
of South Florida. The department provides 
opportunities for students to intern at local 
athletic organizations, including the Lakeland 
Magic, Lakeland Flying Tigers and the 
Hurricane Junior Golf Tour. “Our students 
have developed a strong reputation in the 
field,” said Carls. 
Students that graduate in this department 
become coaches, physical therapists, personal 
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  1   DR. KEN ARCHER, professor 
of theology, and   2   AARON ROSS 
’08, ’17 (M.Div.), assistant professor 
of theology, co-authored a chapter on 
the “Bible in Pentecostal Traditions” in 
a book published by the World Council 
of Churches, entitled “Your Word is 
Truth: The Bible in Ten Christian 
Traditions.”
  3   BRIAN BLUME, assistant pro-
fessor of percussion, published an article 
in the August issue of the Florida 
Music Director entitled “The Inherent 
Value of the Marching Arts.” He was 
also commissioned by the Indiana 
University Percussion Ensemble to 
compose a piece that was premiered at 
the Percussive Arts Society International 
Convention in November of 2018. 
  4  DR. LYLE BOWLIN, dean of 
the Jannetides College of Business & 
Entrepreneurial Leadership, presented 
at the Bloomberg for Education 
Symposium in Dallas, Texas, in June of 
2018. His presentation focused on using 
the Bloomberg terminals in managing 
Southeastern University’s student-
managed investment fund and how to 
use the Bloomberg Financial Markets 
Lab to recruit both students and faculty.
 5  DR. PAUL CORRIGAN 
’07, associate professor of English, 
recently had a variety of his writings 
published, including “The State of 
Scholarship on Teaching Literature” 
in Pedalogy and the poem “I 
Took My Daughter to the Protest” 
in Poets Reading the News. 
 6 DR. MARGARET DE ALMINANA 
’14 (M.A.), chair and associate professor 
of theology, wrote a book review of “If 
I Give My Soul: Faith Behind Bars in 
Rio de Janeiro” that was published by 
Reading Religion, a publication of the 
American Academy of Religion. 
  7  DR. CHARLES GAULDEN 
’78, professor of religion, had his book 
“Psalms of the Spirit” published by 
Scholar’s Press. His book serves as a 
theological study of the divine Spirit in 
the Psalms.
  8  DR. THOMAS GOLLERY, 
professor of education, was involved 
in two publications serving as a 
methodologist for an article in the 
Journal of Postsecondary Education 
and Disability, as well as an article in 
the Journal of Applied Social Science 
Research and Practice.
 9 DR. WILLIAM HACKETT, 
provost,  10  DR. SUSIE TASKER-
WEAVER, chair of the nursing 
program, and 13 DR. LARRY 
HAZELBAKER ’75, professor of 
psychology, and represented 
Southeastern’s Center for Pastoral 
Training and Care  at the PenFlorida 
Experience Conference. They presented 
on the topics of spiritual, mental and 
physical self-care for ministers.
  11    DR. BILL HAHN, professor of 
accounting, had an article accepted for 
publication in the Journal of Business 
Education entitled “Assurance of 
Learning: The Impact of Business 
Core Course Reviews on Students’ 
Scores on the Comprehensive Business 
Exam for Both Internal and External 
Comparative Purposes.”
  12    DR. RICHARD HARRIS, asso-
ciate professor of communication, was 
the keynote speaker at the “Reconcile 
Conference: Addressing Racism, Abuse, 
& Bullying” in Arlington, Texas, in 
September of 2018. Harris delivered 
his keynote, “Conversity: Changing 
the Conver-sation on Race,” and took 
part in a panel discussion along with 










 13   DR. LARRY HAZELBAKER 
’75, professor of psychology, was raised 
in a singing family known as The 
Singing Hazelbakers. He continues to 
write, produce and perform. He has had 
two number one songs,  two number 
two songs, and six top 40 songs on 
the Top 40 Independent Inspirational 
Charts charted by the Music Review. 
He records on his own label, EBKO 
Records, and owns his own publishing 
company, Tall Palm Music, Inc. 
 14   DR. JOSEPH KILPATRICK, 
associate professor of international 
business, enjoyed traveling inter-
nationally with his wife, Mary Ann, 
and son, Joe, as they visited London, 
England, and Glasgow, Scotland. Having 
traveled to 69 different countries and 
lived on three continents, he has pulled 
from personal travel experiences to 
improve his ability to teach his students 
at Southeastern.
 15 DR. PATTY LEBLANC, 
professor of education, and 
 16   DR. CASSANDRA LOPEZ 
’09, ’10 (M.Ed.), ’17 (Ed.D.), 
assistant professor of education, 
facilitated a roundtable discussion at 
the November 2018 bi-annual meeting 
of Kappa Delta Pi (international honor 
society in education) in Indianapolis, 
Ind. The focus of the roundtable was 
entitled “Designing Your Future as a 
Teacher: How to Thrive and Not Just 
Survive.” 
 17   DR. RACHEL LUCKENBILL, 
assistant professor of English, was 
published in the University of Kent’s 
journal Transmotion, an inter-
disciplinary journal of indigenous 
studies.
 18    DR. ADRIAN MANLEY, asso-
ciate professor of counselor education, 
received a grant from United Way to 
provide low-cost counseling services to 
Central Florida residents. Manley was 
recently the keynote speaker for New 
Jacob Chapel’s Annual Graduation 
Recognition Program. He also went 
on a missions trip to Guayaquil, 
Ecuador, where he preached at the 
largest Assemblies of God Church in 
Ecuador, in addition to ministering 
at a Christian radio station and a 
Navy base.
 19   DR. MEGHAN MUSY, assis-
tant professor of Old Testament, 
completed her Ph.D. and participated 
in the graduate ceremony at McMaster 
Divinity College in Hamilton, 
Ontario, in May of 2018. She was 
awarded the Principal’s Medal, an 
award given to one research student 
in a graduating class by the president of 
the seminary.
 20   DR. CHAD NEUMAN, chair 
of the department of design and 
communication, led a group 
of Southeastern students across 
Australia in May of 2018, teaching 
international photojournalism. The 
students photographed landscapes in 
Sydney, nature and landscapes in the 
Outback, and underwater scenes while 
snorkeling the Great Barrier Reef. 
Neuman also taught Introduction 
to Digital Photography for the 
Sant’Anna Institute in Sorrento, Italy, 
in July of 2018. 
 21    DR. FREDRIC ROHM, asso- 
ciate professor of business and 
leadership, participated in the 2018 
Christian Business Faculty Association 
(CBFA) annual conference as a 
paper reviewer, presenter and session 
moderator. Rohm presented a paper 
titled “Know Thyself: Learning 
Authentic Leadership, Followership, 
and Teamwork.”
 22   DR. RALPH SALVATORE, 
associate professor of chemistry, was 
invited to the University of Notre 
Dame to serve as a moderator for oral 
seminars at the Biennial Conference on 
Chemical Education in the summer of 
2018.
 23  YOON SHIN, ’07, ’14 (M.A.), 
assistant professor of theology and 
ethics, had a research article published 
in Pneuma: The Journal for the Society 
for Pentecostal Studies. The article is 










the Problem of Incommensurability, 
and Creational Hermeneutic.”
 24   DR. ERICA SIRRINE, dean 
of the College of Behavioral and 
Social Sciences, recently provided 
a seven-hour continuing education 
seminar entitled “Embracing Life after 
Loss: Therapeutic Tools that Promote 
Healing and Hope among Children, 
Adolescents, and Adults” on grief and 
loss to mental health practitioners 
in Denver, Boulder and Colorado 
Springs, Colo. 
 25   DR. ALAN SNYDER, professor 
of history, spoke at the Marion E. 
Center at Wheaton College on the 
topic of his book, “America Discovers 
C.S. Lewis: His Profound Impact.” He 
also presented a paper entitled “‘Let Us 
Thank the Author Who Invented Her’: 
Lewis on Reading Dorothy Sayers” 
at Taylor University’s C.S. Lewis and 
Friends Colloquium in the summer 
of 2018. 
 26   DR. GRACE VEACH, chair for 
the Department of Foundational Core, 
had the first volume of her two volume 
series “Teaching Information Literacy 




DR. ANNETTE GRAVES, coor-
dinator of English and intercultural 
studies, presented at the Transfor-
mational Education Albania (TEA) 
Conference in Durres, Albania. More 
than 140 Christian educators attended, 
representing a wide range of educational 
institutions and denominations, and 
sharing a commitment to developing 
and growing Christian education in the 
former Soviet, Muslim nation. 
Christian communities within the 
country consider education as the 
primary channel for presenting the 
gospel, as the country population is 
70 percent Muslim. While in Albania, 
Graves was able to visit three new 
Christian schools and a state high 
school.
“The need for Christian education 
and outside support for Christian 
education is high. Right now millions 
of dollars are coming in from Muslim 
countries creating high-tech, high-
end private Muslim schools that draw 
the largely secular Muslim population 
in by offering better educational 
opportunities for their children than 
possible through the state school 
system. Albanian Muslims are targeted 
for radicalization,” said Graves.
The Christian community is 
countering this by developing 
alternatives in Christian education. 
The TEA conference was a successful 
attempt to organize and mobilize this 
new movement through cooperation.
TEACHING IN ALBANIA
Dr. Graves and Joy Sterrett with 
presenters and organizers of TEA
Dr. Graves in a classroom at a new 
 Christian school in Lushjne, Albania
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IN THE LIVES OF SEU ALUMNI
BRIANNA KUCK ❘ ’14
JOSH ’07 and BRITTANI (GALLOWAY) ’08, ’15 O’CONNOR TRACY LEWIS ’94
WILLIAM STEINBRECHER ’16
FRED ’55 and BARBARA 
(FIKE) ’55 MCDANIEL 




ROLAND BLOUNT, SR., retired from 
missions and is residing in Plant City, Fla., 
with his wife, Evelyn. 
FRED and BARBARA (FIKE) 
MCDANIEL celebrated their 64th 
anniversary in August. They spent 63 years 
of their married life in ministry, pastoring 
churches in Tennessee, Alabama, Georgia, 
Ohio, Michigan, Iowa, Kansas, and more 
recently at First Assembly of God in 
Ocala, Fla. Although they are retired, 
they are still highly involved in ministry. 
Fred also serves as the honorary presbyter 
with the Peninsular Florida District of 
the Assemblies of God. They have three 
children and nine grandchildren.
1957 
___________________________
KATHRYN (VARNADOE) WALTERS 
serves as a pianist at Hilltop Christian 
Church in Gilbert, S.C. She retired after 
20 years as a home-care provider.
1962 
___________________________
LYLE and GLENNA (COX) ’90 
RAKES live in Winston-Salem, N.C. 
Lyle just published his second book, “The 
Sign of Andrew.” He is also serving as 
the legacy pastor at Winston-Salem First 
Assembly. Together, the couple has three 
sons, eight grandchildren and three great-
grandchildren with two more on the way.
1971 
___________________________
HARRY HUNTER and his wife, Rosetta, 
have been pastors for 43 years. Rosetta 
has been very active in ministering to 
children throughout their 43 years as 
pastors. They were pastors in Northern 
Missouri, Southern Idaho, Kentucky 
and Arkansas. Harry taught in the public 
schools for 27 years. Harry and Rosetta 
celebrated 52 years of marriage in August 




RONALD and LINDA ’71 NICHOLS 
serve as the pastors for New Covenant 
Fellowship in Greer, S.C. 
1978 
___________________________
WAYNE THORP retired after teaching 
in the Delaware public school system 
for 30 years. He teaches Sunday school 
and serves on the board of overseers for 
his church, Parkview Assembly of God 
in Newark, Del. Wayne is also on the 
board of directors for Missions for Life, 
a nonprofit that provides a variety of 
humanitarian and medical aid in addition 
to presenting the gospel in Mexico.
1989 
___________________________
LEE and WENDY (WHITFIELD) 
’88 MCBRIDE celebrated their 30th 
anniversary. They have two children, 
Maddison and Garrett, and a son-in-law, 
Cameron. Lee served as a youth pastor 
for 13 years and pastored a church for 
almost three years. In the past 14 years, he 
has worked full time as a comedian and 
evangelist. Wendy is a children’s pastor in 
Alabama. Lee released a children’s book, 
“When the Woods Wake Up.”
1994 
___________________________
TRACY LEWIS is a published author 
with three books available on Amazon. 
Tracy works as a high school teacher 
and administrator at Rejoice Christian 
School in Owasso, Okla., as well as an 
adjunct professor at Tulsa Community 
College. Tracy is also a frequent speaker 
at women’s meetings.  
2007 
___________________________
JOSH and BRITTANI (GALLOWAY) 
’08, ’15 (M.Ed.) O’CONNOR relocated 
to Greenville, S.C., to serve at Greenville 
First Assembly as lead pastors. Prior to 
moving, Josh served in pastoral positions 
at Victory Church for over ten years, 
while Brittani taught at McKeel Academy 
of Technology in Lakeland, Fla.  
HARRY HUNTER ’71 
LYLE ’62 and GLENNA 
(COX) ’90 RAKES TORA (HARRIS) MILLER  ’13, ’15





CHASE ’17 (MBA) and ALLIE ’17 
(MBA) CHEEK live in Lakeland, Fla. 
After graduating, Chase went to work 
at Publix Corporate Transportation. 
As business coordinator, he builds 
relationships with local carriers to 
manage Publix’s logistics productions. 
Allie has been working at Southeastern 
since August 2014 and oversees all of the 
campus visits and events. Her passion is 
people and being able to lead a team who 
always greets Southeastern visitors with a 
warm smile. Their daughter, Isla Reign, 
was born on June 10, 2018.  
2013 
___________________________
ALEXIS MARRERO KORATICH 
graduated cum laude earning a Juris 
Doctor degree from Florida International 
University’s College of Law. She passed 
the Florida Bar exam on her first attempt 
and was sworn into the Florida Bar on 
September 18, 2018. She works as an 
associate attorney at Geoffrey M. Wayne, 
P.A., a law firm located in Miami, Fla., 
focusing on international taxation and 
corporate law. 
TORA (HARRIS) MILLER ’15 (MBA) 
started her career three days after 
graduation as a market development 
manager with Coca-Cola. In May of 
2018, she made a career switch in order to 
align her career with what she wanted to 
do long term, and took a job as director 
of marketing and communications for 
the Lakeland Chamber of Commerce. 
There she handles all marketing and 
communications duties for the not-
for-profit organization, including social 
media, website design, press releases, 
print marketing pieces, and much more. 
Tora married her husband, Kyle, in 2013. 
Kyle is a regional construction manager 
for KA Masonry. They reside in Lakeland 
with their three dogs and two cats. 
MATIAS (MBA) and BARBARAH 
(REYNOLDS) ’15 PERTTULA reside 
in Washington, D.C. Matias works for 
International Christian Concern, an 
organization that serves the persecuted 
church around the world through 
government advocacy, raising awareness 
and providing assistance to victims 
of persecution. Barbarah finished her 
graduate studies in education policies 
at George Washington University and 
started her own wedding photography 
business. She is a Bill and Melinda Gates 
Millennium Scholar and is currently 
exploring potential Ph.D. programs to 
continue her education. Matias and 
Barbarah welcomed their firstborn son, 
Lincoln, into the world on June 25, 2018. 
They’re following their calling to serve 
God in the public sector through policy 
and politics.
SARAH POWERS founded Top 
Buttons in 2012 with a passion to 
encourage young women to know their 
value in Christ and to present it to the 
world without compromise. The faith-
based nonprofit builds self-worth inside 
and out in young women through 
mentorship, education and fashion. They 
provide confidence-building education 
and free wardrobes of proper fitting 
attire to young women in need through 
their programs. Additionally under the 
nonprofit umbrella, Top Buttons has 
storefronts in Lakeland and Bartow, 
where they sell new and designer thrift 
clothing items to help fund their full-
time charitable efforts.
TYLER SOUZA works at Texas 
A&M University in College Station, 
Texas, as an event coordinator at the 
Memorial Student Center on campus. 
His department hosts upward of 28,000 
events each year for various student 
organizations, departments and external 
clients. Prior to this role, he was a 
premium suites supervisor at the football 
stadium for Texas A&M, Kyle Field. 
SARAH POWERS ’13 TYLER SOUZA ’13 GRAHAM JUDD ’15
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GRAHAM JUDD is working as a 
program director at Western Nebraska 
Community College’s Emergency 
Medical Services in Scottsbluff, Neb. 
2016 
___________________________
DELIZA ELIZEE (MBA) owns her own 
business, Del-Guard Consulting LLC. 
She has published two books, “Millennial 
Marketing” and “A Millennial in Church.” 
She is a Sunday school teacher for teens 
at New Mt. Zion Missionary Baptist 
Church of Lakeland. She also works as an 
office assistant to Chief Larry Giddens at 
the Lakeland Police Department.  
WILLIAM STEINBRECHER works as 
a merchandise manager for Julien Baker 
and Andy Mineo. He tours with the 
artists eight to ten months out of the year. 
GLORIA (STEPHENS) THORNTON 
‘17 (M.A.) moved to San Diego, Calif., 
after marrying her husband, Eddie. Gloria 
is a case manager for the YMCA of San 
Diego youth and family services kinship 
program. Eddie serves in the Navy.
2017 
___________________________
NATHANIEL TESTA has started his own 
drum tech, repair and rental company, 
Testa Beat Drums, serving central Florida. 
He repairs and maintains snare drums and 
drum sets, in addition to renting out gear, 
such as drum kits, snares, hardware and 
cymbals. He is also a professional drum 




DALTON BEATY is serving as an 
associate youth pastor at Eastridge 
Church in Issaquah, Wash. 
ALEXANDER DUNCAN is the 
marketing coordinator for the incoming 
and scanning divisions at OPEX 
Corporation located in Pennsylvania. He 
works primarily in the domestic market 
as well as in the international market. 
He also started his own business called 
Alpha Motorsport & Design, an online 
storefront for automotive themed apparel 
and accessories. 
GRANT HARPER works as an 
accountant at Lockheed Martin in 
Lakeland, Fla.
MORGAN HARPER started her 
doctorate in Occupational Therapy at the 
University of St. Augustine in the fall of 
2018.
JENNA HOCHSTETLER works at the 
Polk County Builders Association as a 
marketing and membership director. 
ROSSAUE HOSEIN is serving in full-
time ministry as the women’s ministry 
coordinator for Grace Family Church in 
Lutz, Fla.
JORDAN JUDD is a live-in counselor at 
Teen Challenge in Lakeland, Fla. 
VICTOR PEREZ is a physical education 
teacher at Knights Elementary in Plant 
City, Fla.
DR. JOEL PERTTULA (Ed.D.) 
submitted a proposal to the Tenth 
International Conference on Sport & 
Society in Toronto, which will be held 
in June of 2019. His proposal has been 
accepted and he has been invited to 
present his research findings on the 
perceived centrality of spirituality in 
athletic competition.
NATALIA PRIETO works at Gracepoint 
Wellness in Tampa, Fla.
LAURA WELLS is a youth pastor at 
Praise Covenant Church in Tacoma, Wash.




REV. LESLIE MILFORD ADDISON 
passed away on August 10, 2018, in 
Macon, Ga. Milford was born in Panama 
City, Fla. He received his credentials from 
the West Florida District in 1952. After 
his graduation from Southeastern, he 
received his master’s in education from 
the University of Georgia. He served as 
an evangelist in the Assemblies of God 
from 1956 to 1967, and it was during one 
of his revival meetings in Haines City that 
he met his wife, Joyce Carter. Milford and 
Joyce were married a few months later 
on February 28, 1967.
The Addisons moved to Athens, Ga., 
in 1967, and planted First Assembly of 
God Church, where they pastored for 
22 years. Over the years, Milford served 
the Georgia District as presbyter, district 
secretary, assistant superintendent, and 
later as district superintendent from 1989 
to 2003. 
Milford served Southeastern for many 
years as alumni president and received 
an honorary doctorate in 1988. Milford 
also served as a member of the Board 
of Trustees and was chairman of the 
Board from 1997 to 2003. The Addison 
Administration Building is named in his 
honor. Milford Addison is survived by 
his wife, Joyce, three grown children and 
eight grandchildren.
ROBERT J. ELLIOTT
Rev. Robert J. Elliott, a former 
Southeastern professor, passed away 
on Monday, December 17, 2018, in 
Lakeland, Fla., at the age of 92. He was 
born on January 20, 1926, in Georgia. 
He graduated from Valdosta High School 
and then joined the Army. Elliott met 
his wife, Barbara, when he returned to 
Georgia after serving in the Army.  They 
met at a church service at 8th Street 
Assembly of God in Columbus. After 
Elliott finished his education at Central 
Bible College, the two were married on 
November 23, 1951. 
Their life of ministry started immediately 
after their marriage at a pastorate in Albany, 
Ga. They later went on to pastor churches 
in Shellman and Pearson, Georgia. While 
in Pearson, their only child, Robert 
Wayne Elliott, was born on May 25,1960.  
Elliott taught Bible and religion courses 
and mentored thousands of students in 
ministry over the course of his 28 years at 
Southeastern. He and his wife also taught 
Sunday School at First Assembly of God 
and later Victory Church in Lakeland for 
many years. 
 
Elliott is survived by his son Robert 
Wayne Elliott and his wife Deborah; 
his two grandsons Robert Wayne Elliott 
II and Ryan David Elliott and his 
wife, Nicole.
IN MEMORIAM
SEND US YOUR CLASS NOTES: 
All submissions due by 
FRIDAY, APRIL 26, for the next issue. 
Email: alumni@seu.edu 
Submit online at SEU.edu/alumni
Mail to:
Alumni Relations, Southeastern University, 
1000 Longfellow Blvd., Lakeland, FL 33801
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WELCOME HOME – HOMECOMING 2018
 
In October of 2018, we welcomed more than 200 alumni home for Homecoming. 
The weekend of celebration kicked off on Friday, October 25, with the Annual 
Alumni Dinner followed by a reunion for the School of Honors and a reunion 
with Coaches Dean Skinner and Scott Laing. The following day we hosted the 
25th and 50th Class Year Reunions, and then ended the weekend with tailgating 

























Dr. Chris Owen ’93,’06 (M.A.), Executive Vice PresidentDr. Kent Ingle, President
Pamela (Osborne) ’74 and Gary ’73 Kellner 
 talk with Dr. Gordon Miller ’08 (MBA), 
Dean of the School of Honors
Todd Selkirk ’93, Dr. Larry Hazelbaker 
’76 and Brett “Roger” Short ’93 
Joel Johnson ’92, Director of Alumni Relations SEU student Christiana Marchant with Joel Johnson
ALUMNI MIXER & DINNER
 Dr. Linda Bowlin, Dr. Rosalind (Sharpe) Goodrich 
’91, Dr. Erica Sirrine, Dr. James Anderson, 
Drs. Larry ’76 and Debbie (Johnson) ’94 




The School of Honors, formerly known as the SEU Honors Program, hosted a reunion to celebrate ten years of scholarly excellence. 
The program started in 2009 with only 33 students and has grown to over 200 members this year. The school was renamed in 
2018 and falls directly under the Office of the Provost. DR. GORDON MILLER ’08 (MBA), formerly the program director, 





Members of the classes of 
’67, ’68, ’69, ’92, ’93, and 
’94 gathered for a special 
reunion luncheon. Stories 
and great memories were 

























Anna Kabrich '15, Dr. Miller and
Rachel (Galbreath) Knight '15. 
Christopher and Ellen (Creekmore) ’12 Horton
with Dr. Miller
Krista Rogers '16, Maggie Leach '17,
Dr. Miller and Vivian (Bentley) Fry '17
First-year students in the School of Honors
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COACHES RECEPTION 
On Friday night of Homecoming, former athletes of Scott Laing and Dean Skinner gathered to honor their former coaches.
TAILGATING 
Saturday afternoon more than 150 alumni gathered for some great BBQ in preparation for the football game that night. 
Coach Laing and Coach Skinner pose with some
of their former athletes.
Former coach Dean Skinner with Joel Johnson and
former coach Scott Laing who were named Honorary
Alumni during the Coaches Reception.
Todd Selkirk ’93 and Joel Johnson 
showing off their new SEU hats
Joel Johnson and Scorch with Bill Vaccaro ’92
after winning a drawing at the Tailgate party
 Steve ’93  and Jolene (Lawson) ’93 Udrisky with the

























Kelli (Clark) Ternent '94; Molly (Hackett) Owen '94, '13; 
Stephanie (Aldridge) Laymon '95, '13 and 

























Paul ’07 and Christine (Villavicencio) ’05, ’12 (M.Ed.) 
Corrigan with their daughters
Dr. Kent Ingle presented the game ball to
Evelyn (Kelly Hemming) Taylor ’64.
90s grads gathering at the photo wall
Eunice Hutto ’15 (M.A.), chief advancement
officer, with her family, friends and Scorch
SAVE THE DATE
October 25 - 26, 2019
H O M E C O M I N G  2 0 1 9
MAKE YOUR EARLY RESERVATIONS FOR HOMECOMING 2019!
Homecoming 2019 will be here before you know it — October 25th and 
26th. Several new events are in the works for 2019. Our Annual Alumni 
Dinner will be held in the brand new Welcome Center. We want 400+ in 
attendance this year. Make your plans to attend now and let's Carry the Torch 
together.  The sign up link is already active at SEU.edu/homecoming. 
Sandra Jo (Waller) DeLeo and Sherlyn (Waller) 
McKibbon '68 posing with Scorch
The 2018 Alumni Choir singing the National Anthem 
before the Homecoming game.
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COMMENCEMENT
Congratulations to the graduating class of 2018! A total of 529 students graduated, with 369 participating in the ceremony on 
December 14, 2018. There were nine doctoral candidates, 172 master’s candidates, 274 bachelor’s candidates and 74 associate degree 
candidates. The graduates were from Florida and 33 other states, as well as from seven countries, including Australia, Bermuda, Brazil, 
Canada, Guatemala, Japan, and Nigeria. More than 100 of the graduates in this class come from 30 of Southeastern’s extension 
site locations. This commencement brought the total number of Southeastern graduates to 15,503. The commencement speaker 
was DR. WILFREDO “CHOCO” DE JESUS ’18 (Ed.D.), the lead pastor of New Life Covenant Church, one of the fastest 
growing churches in Chicago. The student commencement speaker was NOAH ROHM ’18, an organizational leadership major.
Congratulations to the graduating Class of 2018! 
Dr. Mark Batterson Noah Rohm ’18
President Ingle with Dr. De Jesus
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Student Body President Pablo Rivera 
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hen ODELL ’63 
and MARTHA 
(FOSTER) ’61 
JONES  met 
as students at 
Southeastern, they both knew they were 
called to the mission field.
Odell was very young when he first sensed 
his calling — just nine years old while 
attending a camp in Tennessee, his home 
state. Odell had always dreamed of one 
day becoming a doctor, so preparing for a 
future of medical missions seemed like an 
obvious choice. All throughout school, he 
took courses to prepare him for this goal, 
including a brief stint at the University 
of Tennessee, where he also worked as an 
orderly at the hospital.
Around this same time, Odell started the 
process of becoming an Assemblies of 
God (AG) missionary, ready to move to 
Africa, where he felt called to serve. He 
discovered, however, that the AG had few 
opportunities available at that time for 
service in medical missions. 
Undeterred, Odell sought alternative ways 
he could still fulfill his calling. Ministry 
credentials, he learned, would open doors 
leading to the foreign missions field, so 
he rerouted his path to Lakeland to earn 
a degree at what was then Southeastern 
Bible College.
Martha had arrived in Lakeland a couple 
of years prior, after having worked in San 
Francisco, Calif., to save up money for 
school and then a brief time at Central 
Bible College in Springfield, Mo. She 
was the oldest of nine children and would 
W
THE JONES FAMILY LEGACY
A Heart for Africa: Ministry in the Classroom
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be the first of her siblings to attend 
Southeastern.
According to the Joneses’ daughter 
JENNIFER (JONES) HAYES ’89, 
“When my parents met at Southeastern, 
God really had to work on mom’s heart, as 
she was willing to go anywhere the Lord 
wanted her — but Africa. And dad knew 
he was going to Africa.”
It took some time, giving Odell and 
Martha a chance to build a foundation 
of friendship, but Martha finally came to 
understand Odell’s passion for Africa.
In fact, Martha came to love Africa and 
its people deeply, and as shared years later 
about her decades of service there: “She 
thrived in an environment few thought 
she would survive, and her heart beat to 
an African drum.”
During their time at Southeastern, Martha 
was part of a singing group that went on 
tour and made a record. Odell participated 
in an Africa missions group and, in order to 
pay his tuition, worked as a busboy at Maas 
Brothers and as an orderly at what was 
then Lakeland General Hospital, finding 
an outlet for his interest in medicine.
The couple also developed a network of 
friendships that would be an important 
source of support for them and their 
children throughout life, particularly in 
their missions work. Percy and Ruth 
Breusch, who pastored at Southside 
Assembly and taught at Southeastern, 
were mentors for Odell and Martha. 
Odell would also later serve under 
Percy as his associate pastor at Southside. 
DORIS (GEIGER) PETERSEN ’61, 
Southeastern’s nurse at the time, also 
became like family to the Joneses, even 
later asking Jennifer to be her flower girl 
in her wedding.
When Martha completed her Christian 
education degree in 1961, she took 
a teaching job in nearby Polk City, 
becoming Southeastern’s first certified 
teacher. She and Odell married the next 
year. Their first child, Stephen, was born a 
couple of years later. Stephen also attended 
Southeastern for a short time.
Odell completed his degree at SEU 
during this time and, like Martha, became 
a certified teacher. Along with teaching 
elementary school, they pioneered the first 
Assemblies of God church in Marathon, 
Fla., named Chapel by the Sea, and had 
their second child, Jennifer, while working 
in the Keys.
The 1970s began a new chapter in the 
Joneses’ ministry: they were assigned 
their first missionary post, taking them 
to Monrovia, Liberia. While there, Odell 
oversaw Assemblies of God High School 
as its principal, where Martha also taught 
English classes and served as the librarian.
The family’s time in Monrovia was short-
lived, however, as a volatile situation in 
Liberia forced them to flee in 1972. In 
preparation for their next assignment to 
Dahomey (now Benin, West Africa), the 
Joneses ended up in Switzerland to learn 
French.
The following year, they relocated to 
West Africa, where they would devote the 
next decade-and-a-half of their ministry 
to teaching Bible school at Natitingou, 
working with pastors and students at the 
University of Benin, helping launch what 
is now Temple Universitaire Godomey-
Togoudo, and working at ICI (now Global 
University). Many of the missionaries they 
served alongside there were also graduates 
of Southeastern.
Benin became home for the Joneses, 
particularly for Stephen and Jennifer 
who had spent the majority of their lives 
Odell and Martha in 1989 with university 
students at Temple Universitaire, in 
Godomey-Togoudo, Benin
Odell and Martha with Jennifer
during her sophomore year at
SEU in the spring of 1987
Jones family on missions compound 
in Brewerville, Liberia in 1972
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there. That’s why, as Jennifer began to 
look toward the next stage in her life — 
college — Southeastern was a top choice; 
it was one of the few places in the U.S. 
that felt familiar.
“The idea of returning to the U.S. for 
college was overwhelming,” she said. 
“Southeastern was familiar territory for 
me, however, as I grew up hearing my 
parents talk about their fond memories 
of their time there.”
The Joneses had also briefly lived 
in Bonny Apartments, located near 
Southeastern, during one furlough and 
connected with several Southeastern 
families during that time. 
When Jennifer arrived at Southeastern 
in the late 80s, Dr. James Hennesey was 
the president at the time. Previously he 
had pastored Martha’s home church in 
Columbus, Ga., and dedicated Jennifer 
to the Lord when she was just three 
weeks old.
“Twenty-one years later, he handed 
me my diploma,” Jennifer remembered 
fondly.
The Breusches were also still at 
Southeastern when Jennifer attended 
and helped look out for her, 
inviting her to stay with them a few 
times. Jennifer especially enjoyed 
Professor Breusch’s English class, as 
his Australian accent reminded her of 
her best friend she had left behind in 
West Africa.
On choosing to pursue an education 
degree as her parents had done, Jennifer 
said, “My dad has been my biggest 
inspiration in everything I’ve done. 
Through him I knew teaching would 
open doors to more than teaching. Even 
though he gave up his dream to be a 
medical doctor, teaching took him to 
places where he still used his God-given 
talents and interests. Through teaching 
he impacted lives who are impacting 
lives who are impacting lives. Through 
teaching he was able to give himself to 
others. And that’s what I wanted to be 
able to do.”
Jennifer has primarily taught in private 
schools and preschools, but her education 
degree has also opened the door to 
other opportunities. At one point, 
she ministered to the mentally ill as a 
case manager and then later served as 
an administrative assistant to the vice 
president of academic affairs at Global 
University. Most recently, Jennifer works 
as a paraprofessional in classrooms for 
students with special needs in Ozark, Mo.
“I find that as a paraprofessional I am 
free to do what has been in my heart: to 
help students as I never could as the lead 
teacher. I have time and the opportunity 
to listen and respond to each student as 
individuals. This is what my dad did.”
Following their time in Benin, the 
Joneses moved to Brussels, Belgium, 
continuing their work with ICI there 
for nearly a decade, as well as teaching 
at Continental Theological Seminary. In 
1997 they moved to ICI’s international 
office in Texas and then to Springfield, 
Mo., as ICI merged with Berean School 
of the Bible to become Global University. 
Odell served there as registrar and head 
of the department of student services. 
Martha supported him as his assistant.
Despite being on the cusp of retirement 
in the early 2000s, Odell wasn’t ready to 
slow down. Instead he began helping out 
at the Center for Ministry to Muslims and 
took Arabic at a local college, learning 
not only to speak it but also to read and 
write it. He also served at Network 211, 
an Internet outreach ministry that 
currently serves people in over 244 
countries and territories.
Odell and Martha officially retired in 
2007 but maintained special ministry 
standing in foreign missions with the 
Assemblies of God for several years. In 
2015, Odell went to be with the Lord 
after a valiant battle with Lewy body 
dementia. Martha followed a couple 
of years later, having suffered the long-
term effects of Parkinson’s disease. They 
are both loved and missed by a world of 
people whose lives they impacted.
As described in Odell’s obituary, “He 
leaves a legacy of giving freely of himself 
with generosity and compassion, of 
teaching and reaching, helping others 
find the good in themselves, of doing 
the right thing even if it was the hard 
thing. At the age of nine he was given 
the idea that he could do something that 
mattered, that he could impact his world. 
And so he did.”
Jennifer and her family at her 
stepdaughter's wedding
SOUTHEASTERN 65 
“There is a season for everything, 
and a season for every activity 
under the heavens: a time to be 
born and a time to die, a time 
to plant and a time to uproot, a 
time to kill and a time to heal, a 
time to tear down and a time to 
build, a time to weep and a time 
to laugh, a time to mourn and a 
time to dance, a time to scatter 
stones and a time to gather 
them, a time to embrace and a 
time to refrain from embracing, a 
time to search and a time to give 
up, a time to keep and a time to 
throw away, a time to tear and a 
time to mend, a time to be silent 
and a time to speak, a time to 
love and a time to hate, a time 
for war and a time for peace.” 
(Ecclesiastes 3:1-8, NIV)
he cycles of life are 
often referred to as 
seasons. Spring can 
represent birth and 
childhood. Summer 
can represent the 
transition from adolescence to adulthood. 
Fall is the older, mature years, and Winter 
refers to the declining years leading to 
death. There’s some merit to that analogy, 
to be sure. 
 
I believe there are seasons within the 
seasons — times in your life when 
someone is a part of your life for a specific 
time period, a season, if you will. We all 
have childhood friends that we never 
see anymore, yet we were “best friends 
forever” when we were growing up. No 
one deliberately intends for the “best 
friends forever” relationship to change, 
but it does.  
I had a childhood friend who was like 
that for me. We were best buds. We went 
to the same church. We played together. 
We climbed trees and talked about “stuff.” 
I had a walk-in closet in my bedroom 
that we made our clubhouse. Kid stuff. 
But we were best friends. Regretfully, 
the relationship ended when his family 
moved away. I only remember seeing him 
once after that. A number of years ago, I 
heard he had experienced a troubled life 
and passed away, ravaged by abuses and 
neglect. I was sad, but not overly so. The 
loss of the relationship had happened so 
many years before. This was more of a 
“sad for his family” feeling than one of 
personal loss.
The intent is to stay in touch. The intent 
is truly to be “best friends forever” — 
forever. The reality is that seasons end. 
A season with one person may last a lot 
longer than a season with another. We 
grieve, at first; but our assurance is that 
with each ending of one season a new 
season begins. It’s change. It is part of the 
seasonal cycle of life.
At Southeastern I see “seasonal changes” 
yearly. A cherished friend, respected 
colleague, or beloved student moves away 
or graduates. No matter how we say 
things won’t change, they will — they do. 
Seasonal change is a reality. Where once 
the “leaves” of the relationship were alive 
and vibrant, they change as the nutrients 
needed to keep them alive diminish with 
time and distance and, perhaps, neglect.  
I don’t mean this to sound sad. Seasonal 
change is a part of life. “There is a season 
for everything, and a season for every activity 
under the heavens.” I’m a better person for 
having gone through these seasons with 
my family, friends and students. I will 
be a better person for the next season 
because of the growth I experienced in 
the past and the influences of my present. 
Whether we even recognize it or not, 
we change (for the good, I pray) because 
of the influence and impact of those 
seasonal relationships.  
So, though we may suffer the loss of a 
season in our lives and may grieve for 
that loss, we know the transition will 
bring the blessings of the next season. 
T
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Dean, School of Honors
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Just as God has orchestrated creation’s 
seasonal cycles, that orchestrating applies 
to our personal lives as well. Spring 
brings Summer. Summer brings Fall. Fall 
brings Winter. And then, the cycle starts 
all over again with a new Spring  —  a 
new beginning  —  a new birth.  
As children of faith, the seasonal cycles 
of life take on a very different dimension. 
The present is not our goal. Our goal 
is to transition through the seasonal 
cycles to the reward of eternal joy in the 
presence of our Redeemer. For us, the 
Winter of our lives is fleeting and leads 
to the ultimate “Spring” of our purpose. 
“Therefore we do not become discouraged 
(utterly spiritless, exhausted, and wearied 
out through fear). Though our outer man is 
[progressively] decaying and wasting away, yet 
our inner self is being [progressively] renewed 
day by day. For our light, momentary affliction 
(this slight distress of the passing hour) is ever 
more and more abundantly preparing and 
producing and achieving for us an everlasting 
weight of glory [beyond all measure, excessively 
surpassing all comparisons and all calculations, 
a vast and transcendent glory and blessedness 
never to cease!], Since we consider and look 
not to the things that are seen but to the things 
that are unseen; for the things that are visible 
are temporal (brief and fleeting), but the things 
that are invisible are deathless and everlasting.” 
(2 Corinthians 4:16-18, AMP)
I am in the midst of my twentieth year at 
Southeastern. I have seen a lot of changes 
on campus, I’ve weathered my share 
of personal and professional struggles, 
I’ve experienced the ups and downs of 
academia, and, yet, through it all, I have 
never doubted that this is my place for this 
seasonal cycle. I’ve learned so much from 
phenomenal leaders and outstanding 
academic and staff colleagues. 
For the last ten years, I have had the 
distinct privilege of working with 
our Honors Program (now School of 
Honors), an opportunity I cherish and 
one which gives me abundant fulfillment. 
For me, the greatest joy of my time at 
SEU has been my interaction with our 
amazing students. I have rejoiced in 
their successes and cried with them 
in their sorrows. I’ve watched their 
games, I’ve attended their concerts and 
performances, and I have dreamed with 
them of life to come. I have watched 
eager, yet perhaps uncertain, first-year 
students blossom into men and women 
of faith, courage and purpose  —  world 
changers with a vision for what can be 
and an intent to not settle for what is. 
I have seen the university grow beyond 
my deepest imaginings to become the 
stellar and strong academic institution it 
is today. 
And now, in my 20th year, I am equally 
aware that my seasonal cycle at SEU is 
moving toward completion, as I consider 
eventual retirement. It’s been a great ride 
and one that I hope continues for still 
many more years. My guiding verse for 
this seasonal cycle and, thus, my dream, 
is found in Psalm 71:17-18, TPT: “From 
my childhood you’ve been my teacher, and I’m 
still telling everyone of your miracle wonders! 
God, now that I’m old and gray, don’t walk 
away. Give me grace to demonstrate to the next 
generation all your mighty miracles and your 
excitement, to show them your magnificent 
power!”
“…forgetting what lies behind and straining 
forward to what lies ahead, [we] press on 
toward the goal for the prize of the upward 
call of God in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 
3:13b-14, ESV). That is our ultimate 
Spring in the completion of our seasonal 
cycle of life … to stand before our God, 
confident that “[we] have fought the good 
fight, [we] have finished the race, [we] have 
kept the faith” (2 Timothy 4:6b, ESV) and 
God Almighty will welcome us into the 
never-ending Spring of our final and 
ultimate seasonal cycle.
“As children of faith, the 
seasonal cycles of life 
take on a very different 
dimension. The present
is not our goal. Our goal 
is to transition through 
the seasonal cycles to 
the reward of eternal 
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